BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




UK Patent m»GB „„2 344 606 J3 



(45) Date of publication: 13.08.2003 



(54) Title of the invention: Forming a wellbore casing by expansion of a 
tubular member 



(51) Int CI 7 : E21B 33/14 17/08 43/10 



(21) Application No: 

(22) Date of Filing: 



9926449.1 
08.11.1999 



(30) Priority Data: 

(31) 60111293 (32) 07.12.1998 (33) US 

(60) Parent of Application No(s) 

0229382.7. 0229379.3. 0229377.7 under 
Section 15(4) of the Patents Act 1977 



(43) Date A Publication: 



14.06.2000 



(52) UK CL (Edition V ): 

E1F FAC FAC9 FJT FJU FLA 



(56) Documents Cited: 
GB 2347446 A 
GB 2326896 A 
GB 2115860 A 
WO 1999/035368 A 
US 6017168 A 



GB 2329918 A 
GB 2305682 A 
WO 2000/077431 A 
WO 1998/000626 A 
US 5348095 A 



(72) Inventor(s): 
Robert Lance Cook 
David Paul Brisco 
R Bruce Stewart 
Lev Ring 

Richard Carl Haut 
Robert Donald Mack 

(73) Proprietors): 

Shell Internationale Research 
Maatschappij B.V. 
(Incorporated in the Netherlands) 
Department IP/43 Caret Van Bylandtlaan 
30, 2596 HR The Hague, Netherlands 

(74) Agent and/or Address for Service: 
Hasertine Lake & Co 

Imperial House, 15*19 Kings way, 
LONDON, WC2B 6UD, United Kingdom 



(58) Field of Search: 

As for published application 2344606 A viz: 
UK CL (Edition R ) B3P PEEB PEQ, E1F FJT 
FJU FLA 

INT CL 7 E21B 17/00 29/00 33/00 33/03 
33/04 33/10 33/138 33/14 43/10 
Other Online: EPODOC, JAPIO. WPI 
updated as appropriate 



Additional Fields 

UK CL (Edition S ) E1F FAC FKU FLT 
INT CL 7 E21B 17/02 17/08 17/18 29/10 
43/08 

Other: Online: EPODOC, JAPIO, WPI 



3jkt 




I 

I 

FIGURE 2 




FIGURE 3 




FIGURE 3a 



5fa 




FIGURE 4 




FIGURE 5 




FIGURE 8 




s 

UJ 

DC 

o 



r 





FIGURE 10a 




FIGURE 10b 




FIGURE 10c 




FIGURE lOd 




FIGURE 10e 




FIGURE 10f 




FIGURE 10g 




FIGURE 11a 




FIGURE 11b 



( 



a/it 




I 



I 

I 

FIGURE 11c 




FIGURE 11d 




FIGURE 11e 




FIGURE 11f 



• • • • • « 



• • 4 

• « » 

• • • • 



PORMINO A WELLBORE CASINO BY EXPANSION OF A TUBULAR MEMBER 

Background of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to wellbore casings, and 
5 in particular to wellbore casings that are formed using 
expandable tubing. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of 
casings are installed in the borehole to prevent collapse of 
the borehole wall and to prevent undesired outflow of drilling 
10 fluid into the formation or inflow of fluid from the formation 
into the borehole. The borehole is drilled in intervals 
whereby a casing which is to be installed in a lower borehole 
interval is lowered through a previously installed casing of 
an upper borehole interval. As a consequence of this 
15 procedure the casing of the lower interval is- of smaller 
diameter than the casing of the upper interval. Thus, the 
casings are in a nested arrangement with casing diameters 
decreasing in downward direction. Cement annuli are provided 

between the outer surface r>f ~ 
9n surfaces of the casings and the borehole 

20 wall to seal the casings from the borehole wall As a 
consequence of this nested arrangement a relatively large 
borehole diameter is required at the upper part of the 
.ellbore. Such a large borehole diameter evolves increased 
costs due to heavy casing handling equipment, large drill bits 
25 and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings 
Moreover, increased drilling rig time is involved due to 
reared cement pumping, cement hardening, required equipment 
changes due to large variations in hole diameters drilled in 
the course of the well anH t-v,^ i 
, 0ri " ' and the lar 9 e volut «e of cuttings 

drilled and removed. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or 
-re of the limitations of the existing procedures for forming 
new sections of casing in a wellbore. 
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Summary of the Invention 

According to one aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided a method of creating a casing in a borehole 
located in a subterranean formation, comprising: installing a 
5 tubular liner and a mandrel in the borehole; injecting a 
fluidic material into the borehole; injecting the fluidic 
material through the mandrel; pressurizing a portion of an 
interior region of the tubular liner below the mandrel; and 
radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner in 
10 the borehole by extruding at least a portion of the tubular 
liner off of the mandrel. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of creating a casing in a borehole 
located in a section of a subterranean formation, the borehole 
15 having an already existing casing, comprising: drilling out a 
new section of the borehole adjacent to the already existing 
casing; placing a tubular liner and an expandable mandrel into 
the new section of the borehole; overlapping the tubular liner 
with the already existing casing; injecting a hardenable 
20 fluidic sealing material into an annular region between the 
tubular liner and the new section of the borehole; fluidicly 
isolating the annular region between the tubular liner and the 
new section of the borehole from an interior region of the 
tubular liner below the mandrel; injecting a non hardenable 
25 fluidic material into the interior region of the tubular liner 
below the mandrel; extruding the tubular liner off of the 
expandable mandrel; sealing the overlap between the tubular 
liner and the already existing casing; supporting the tubular 
liner with the overlap with the already existing casing; 
30 removing the mandrel from the borehole; testing the integrity 
of the seal of the overlap between the tubular liner and the 
already existing casing; removing at least a portion of the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material from the interior of the 
tubular liner; curing the remaining portions of the hardenable 



fluidic sealing material; and removing at least a portion of 
the cured hardenable fluidic sealing material within the 
tubular liner. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
5 there is provided an apparatus 

comprising: a support member, the support member including a 
first fluid passage; a mandrel coupled to the support member, 
the mandrel including: a second fluid passage; a tubular 
member coupled to the mandrel; and a shoe coupled to the 

10 tubular member, the shoe including a third fluid passage; 
wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are 
operably coupled. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

15 comprising: a support member, the support member including: a 
first fluid passage; a second fluid passage; and a flow 
control valve coupled to the first and second fluid passages; 
an expandable mandrel coupled to the support member, the 
expandable mandrel including a third fluid passage coupled to 

20 the first fluid passage; a tubular member coupled to the 
mandrel, the tubular member including one or more sealing 
elements; a shoe coupled to the tubular member, the shoe 
including: a fourth fluid passage coupled to the third fluid 
passage, the fourth fluid passage adapted to receive a stop 

25 member; and one or more exhaust passages coupled to the fourth 
fluid passage for injecting fluidic material outside of the 
shoe; and at least one sealing member coupled to the support 
member, the sealing member adapted to prevent the entry of 
foreign material into an interior region of the tubular 

30 member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of joining a second tubular member 
to a first tubular member, the first tubular member having an 
inner diameter greater than an outer diameter of the second 



tubular member, comprising: positioning a mandrel within an 
interior region of the second tubular member; pressurizing a 
portion of the interior region of the second tubular member 
below the mandrel by injecting a fluidic material into the 
5 second tubular member through the mandrel ; and extruding the 
second tubular member off of the mandrel into engagement with 
the first tubular member. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

10 comprising: a support member including a first fluid passage; 
a mandrel coupled to the support member, the mandrel 
including: a second fluid passage operably coupled to the 
first fluid passage; an interior portion; and an exterior 
portion; wherein the interior portion of the mandrel is 

15 drillable; an expandable tubular member coupled to the 
mandrel; and a shoe coupled to the tubular member, the shoe 
including: a third fluid passage operably coupled to the 
second fluid passage; an interior portion; and an exterior 
portion; wherein the interior portion of the shoe is 

20 drillable. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

comprising: a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including 

25 an outer expansion surface and defining a second fluid 
passage; a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 
a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid 
passage; wherein the first, second and third fluid passages 
are operably coupled; and wherein the interface between the 

30 tubular liner and the expansion mandrel is not fluid tight. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

comprising: a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including 
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an outer expansion surface and defining a second fluid 
passage; a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; a 
shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid 
passage; and a packer coupled to the shoe; wherein the first, 
5 second and third fluid passages are operably coupled. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

comprising: a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including 

10 an outer expansion surface and defining a second fluid 
passage; a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 
a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid 
passage; wherein the first, second and third fluid passages 
are operably coupled; and wherein the .third fluid passage 

15 defined by the shoe comprises one or more radial passages. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus 

comprising: a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including 

20 an outer expansion surface and defining a second fluid 
passage; a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 
a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid 
passage; wherein the first, second and third fluid passages 
are operably coupled; and wherein the wall thickness of a 

25 portion of the tubular liner above the expansion surface of 
the expansion mandrel is greater than a wall thickness of a 
portion of the tubular liner below the expansion surface of 
the expansion mandrel. 

30 Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating 
the drilling of a new section of a well borehole. 
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Fig. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating 
the placement of an embodiment of an apparatus for creating a 
casing within the new section of the well borehole. 

Pig. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating 
5 the injection of a first quantity of a hardenable fluidic 
sealing material into the new section of the well borehole. 

Fxg. 3a is another fragmentary cross-sectional view 
illustrating the injection of a first quantity of a hardenable 
fluidic sealing material into the new section of the well 
10 borehole. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view illustrating 
the injection of a second quantity of a hardenable fluidic 
sealing material into the new section of the well borehole. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view illustrating 
15 the drilling out of a portion of the cured hardenable fluidic 
sealing material from the new section of the well borehole. 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of an overlapping joint 
between adjacent tubular members which can be utilised in 
apparatus of the present invention. 
20 Fig. 7 is a fragmentary cross -sectional view of a 

preferred embodiment of the apparatus for creating a casing 
within a well borehole. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of 
the placement of an expanded tubular member within another 
25 tubular member. 

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional illustration of a preferred 
embodiment of an apparatus for forming a casing including a 
drillable mandrel and shoe. 

Fig. 9 a is another cross-sectional illustration of the 
30 apparatus of Fig. 9. 

Fig. 9b is another cross -sectional illustration of the 
apparatus of Fig. 9. 

Fig. 9c is another cross-sectional illustration of the 
apparatus of Fig. 9. 
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FTG. 10a is ammonal ffiuatration ofa Muda*. p.* 
aOiacmt overlapping casings, -"sapau-or 

t r™ 88 -** ^ ffl — *" 0f - ^tus and method for 
creating a be-back liner using an expandable tubular member 

material into the annular region between tho . g 

casing. ^ member 31141 existing 

FIG. 10d is a cross-sectional illustration of th P m««,„ • • , 
of the tubular ^^^..J****^^*"- 

10 FIG. 10e is a cross-sectional illustration of the extrusion of the tubular 

member off of the mandrel. tubular 

FIG. 10f is a cross-sectional illustration of the ti^-Wi, r u , 
out the shoe and packer W ^ 

FIG.llbisafragmentaryc^ss-sectionalviewmustrabn,,^ , 
aneanb^entofanapparatusforhaiag^ 
20 of the weU borehole. a tubular Imer within the new section 

FIG. lie is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illiiRtmHr. *v 

WGai ei aafragmentaiycro8B«ctio n alwewmmtr.H...K • . 
the well borehole. -«»«g material mto the new section of 

FIG. Hf ^ a fragmentary cross-sectional view ilW™^ >u 
30 of the tubular liner. Ulustratmg the completion 
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Detailed Description of the Illustrative Embodiments 

An apparatus and method for forming a wellbore casing within a 
subterranean formation is provided. The apparatus and method permits a 
wellbore casing to be formed in a subterranean formation by placing a tubular 
5 member and a mandrel in a new section of a wellbore, and then extruding the 
tubular member off of the mandrel by pressurizing an interior portion of the 
tubular member. The apparatus and method further permits adjacent tubular 
members in the wellbore to be joined using an overlapping joint that prevents fluid 
and or gas passage. The apparatus and method further permits a new tubular 
10 member to be supported by an existing tubular member by expanding the new 
tubular member into engagement with the existing tubular member. The 
apparatus and method further minimizes the reduction in the hole size of the 
wellbore casing necessitated by the addition of new sections of wellbore casing. 
An apparatus and method for forming a tie-back liner using an expandable 
15 tubular member is also provided. The apparatus and method permits a tie-back 
liner to be created by extruding a tubular member off of a mandrel by pressurizing 
and interior portion of the tubular member. In this manner, a tie-back liner is 
produced. The apparatus and method further permits adjacent tubular members 
in the wellbore to be joined using an overlapping joint that prevents fluid and/or 
20 gas passage. The apparatus and method further permits a new tubular member 
to be supported by an existing tubular member by expanding the new tubular 
member into engagement with the existing tabular member. 

An apparatus and method for expanding a tubular member is also provided 
that includes an expandable tubular member, mandrel and a shoe. In a preferred 
25 embodiment, the interior portions of the apparatus is composed of materials that 
permit the interior portions to be removed using a conventional drillingapparatus. 
In this manner, in the event of a malfunction in a downhole region, the apparatus 
may be easily removed. 

An apparatus and method for hanging an expandable tubular liner in a 
30 wellbore is also provided. The apparatus and method permit a tubular liner to be 
attached to an existing section of casing. The apparatus and method further have 
application to the joining of tubular members in general. 
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for forming . weflbore casing within . subterranean formation will now be 
described. As illustrated in Figl.a weHbore 100 is positioned in a subterranean 

formation 105. The wellbore lOOincludesan ~„j 

""Kinoes an existing cased section 110 having a 

5 tubular casing 115 and an annular outer layer of cement 120 

s drUl rtnng 25 is uaed in a weU Imown manner to driU out material from the 
subterranean formation 105 to form a new section 130 

10 asubtJ^T^ * " '«-*-»»*'«»*. a wellbore casingin 
10 ^rranaanformationistbenposinonedintbenewsec.on 130oftheweUb O re 
1O0. The apparabra 200 preferably mchmes an expandame mandrel or pig 205 a 
tabular member 210, a sboe 215, a lower cup seal 220. an upper cnp sea, 2I a 

flmdpasaage230,aauidpa S3 age235,.fluid P assage240 seals245 L 
member250. ^".seals 245, snd a support 

15 The expandable mandrel 205 is coupied to and supported by the support 

expand in a radial direction tko ~ ■, , , v 

ai0n - expandable mandrel 205 may comcrise anv 
num^^^^^^^^J — any 

enhance with *. tunings of the present disCosure. ,„ a pref^o 
^ h " ^ ^ N °- - — . of which aTincorpo^ 

ZZl"*"* * — - ~ - — — — 

25 tub ■ ^^™^ 21 »--Pl^byth. expand maadrel ^ „. 

^^-^ 2.0 may be fabricated .WimZ 

^ T: T "■""^ ^ ' ^ example 

Udiield Country Tubular Goods (OCTG) n „w • p ' 

Plastic tubing/casing to a orefenT J" tubing/c^ing, or 

30 fshri, ^ T embodiment, the tubular member 210 is 

30 fabncated from OCTG in order to maximise strength after expansion Tb. 

sod outer iimeUn orAt ^ ^ 2 , 0 ^ ^ The .nner 

(TZT J? *° '"' 38 ^ (07i 10 47 - '° 12 ' « ens 
(1.05 to 48 inches), respectively. In a preferred 
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embodiment, the inner and outer diameters of the tubular member 210 range 
from about 7.62 to 39.37 cms (3 to 15.5 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 
inches), respectively in order to optimally provide minimal telescoping effect in 
the most commonly drilled wellbore sizes. The tubular member 210 preferably 
comprises a solid member. 

In a preferred embodiment, the end portion 260 of the tubular member 
2 10 is slotted, perforated, or otherwise modified to catch or slow down the 
mandrel 205 when it completes the extrusion of tubular member 210. In a 
preferred embodiment, the length of the tubular member 210 is limited to 
minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical tubular member 210 materials, 
the length of the tubular member 2 1 0 is preferably limited to between about 
12.192 to 6096m (40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 

The shoe 215 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 205 and the tubular 
member 210. The shoe 215 includes fluid passage 240. The shoe 215 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available shoes such as, for 
example, Super Seal II float shoe, Super Seal II Down-Jet float shoe or a guide 
shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch down plug modified in accordance with 
the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 
215 comprises an aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a sealing sleeve for a 
latch-down plug available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX, 
modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure, in order to 
optimally guide the tubular member 210 in the wellbore, optimally provide an 
adequate seal between the interior and exterior diameters of the overlapping 
joint between the tubular members, and to optimally allow the complete drill 
out of the shoe and plug after the completion of the cementing and expansion 
operations. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 215 includes one or more through 
and side outlet ports in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 240. In this 
manner, the shoe 215 optimally injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into 
the region outside the shoe 215 and tubular member 210. In a preferred 
embodiment, the shoe 215 includes the fluid passage 240 having an inlet 
geometry that can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In this manner, 
the fluid passage 240 can be optimally sealed off by introducing a plug, dart 
and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 230. 



The lower cup seal 220 is coupled to and supported by the support member 
250. The lower cup seal 220 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior 
region of the tubular member 210 adjacent to the expandable mandrel 205. The 
lower cup seal 220 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
5 available cup seals such as, for example, TP cups, or Selective Injection Packer 
(SIP) cups modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In 
a preferred embodiment, the lower cup seal 220 comprises a SIP cup seal, available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally block foreign 
material and contain a body of lubricant 
10 The upper cup seal 225 is coupled to and supported by the support member 

250. ™eu PP ercupseal225p re ventsforei^ 

region of the tubular member 210. The upper cup seal 225 may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available cup seals such as, for example TP 
cups or SIP cups modified in accordance with the teachings of the present 
15 disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the upper cup seal 225 comprises a SIP 
cup.availablefromHaihburtonEnergyServicesmDallas.TXm 
block the entry of foreign materials and contain a body of lubricant. 

The fluid passage 230 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the interior region of the tabular member 2 10 below the expandable mandrel 
20 205. The fluid passage 230 is coupled to and positioned within the support 
member 250 and the expandable mandrel 205. The fluid passage 230 preferably 
extends from a position adjacent to the surface to the bottom of the expandable 
mandrel205. The fluid passage 230 is preferably positioned along a centerlineof 
the apparatus 200. 

25 The fluid passage 230 is preferably selected, in the casing running mode of operation, to 

transport materials such as drilling mud or formation fluids at flow rates and pressures rangxng 
from about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 
to 9,000 ps.) in order to minimize drag on the tubular member being run and to minimize surge 
pressures exerted on the wellbore which could cause a loss of wellbore fluids and lead to hole 

30 CO " apSe ' 

The fluid passage 235 permits fluidic materials to be released from the fluid 
passage 230. In this manner, during placement of the apparatus 200 within the 
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new section 130 of the wellbore 100, fluidic materials 255 forced up the fluid 
passage 230 can be released into the wellbore 100 above the tubular member 210 
therebymimmmng^ 130 Thefluidpassage 

235 is coupled to and positioned within the support member 250. The fluid 
5 passage is further fluidicly coupled to the fluid passage 230. 

The fluid passage 235 preferably includes a control valve for controllably 
opening and closing the fluid passage 235. In apreferrod embodiment, the control 
valve is pressure activated in order to controllably minimize surge pressures. The 
fluid passage 235 is preferably positioned substantialfyorthogonaltothecenterline 
10 of the apparatus 200. 

The fluid passage 235 is preferably selected to convey fluidic materials at flow 
rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 11356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 
gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order to reduce the drag on the 
apparatus 200 during insertion into the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 and to 
25 minimize surge pressures on the new wellbore section 130. 

The fluid passage 240 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the region exterior to the tubular member 210 and shoe 215. The fluid 
passage 240 is coupled to and positioned within the shoe 215 in fluidic 
communication with the interior region of the tubular member 210 below the 
20 expandable mandrel 205. The fluid passage 240 preferably has a cross-sectional 
shape thatpermitsaplug, or other similar device, to be placed in fluid passage 240 
to thereby block further passage of fluidic materials. In this manner, the interior 
regton of the tubular member 210 below the expandable mandrel 205 can be 
fluididyisolatedfromthe^ 
25 *emterior reg ionofthetub*^ 

to be pressurized. The fluid passage 240 is preferably positioned substantially 
along the centerline of the apparatus 200. 

The fluid passage 240 is preferably selected to convey materials such as 
cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 
30 1 1 356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9 000 
psi) in order to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 210 and the 
new section 130 of the wellbore 100 with fluidic materials. In a preferred embodiment, 
the fluid passage 240 



includes an inlet geometry that can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. 
In this manner, the fluid passage 240 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, dart 
and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 230. 

The seals 245 are coupled to and supported by an end portion 260 of the 
5 tubularmember210. The seals 245 are further positioned on an outer surface 265 
of the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210. The seals 245 permit the 
overlapping joint between the end portion 270 of the casing 115 and the portion 
260ofthetubularmember2l0tobefluidiclysealed. The seals 245 may comprise 
any number of conventional commercially available seals such as, for example 
10 lead, rubber, Teflon™, or epoxy seals modified in accordance with the teachings of ' 
the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the seals 245 are molded from 
Stratalock epoxy available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order 
to optimally provide a load bearing interference fit between the end 260 of the 
tubular member 210 and the end 270 of the existing casing 115. 
15 In a preferred embodiment, the seals 245 are selected to optimally provide 

a sufficient frictional force to support the expanded tubular member 210 from the 
exastrng casing 115. In a preferred embodiment, the frictional force optimally 

ziiT se "; 245 from about 6894757 * ^ *>» ^ * 

1,000,000 Ibf) m order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 210. 

20 The ^PP<>rtniemb e r250iscou P led to theexpandablemandrel205,tubular 
member 210, shoe 215, and seals 220 and 225. The support member 250 
preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to carry the 
apparatus 200 into the new section 130 of the wellbore 100. In a preferred 
embodiment, the support member 250 further includes one or more conventional 
25 centrauzers (not illustrated) to help stabilize the apparatus 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of lubricant 275 is provided in the 
annular region above the expandable mandrel 205 within the interior of the 
tubularmember2l0.1ntlusm^ 

oftheexpandablemandrel205isfacilitated. The lubricant 275 may comprise any 
30 number of conventional commercially available lubricants such as, for example 
Lubnplate™, chlorine based lubricants, oil based lubricants or Climax 1500 Antisieze 
(3100). In a preferred embodiment, the lubricant 275 comprises Climax 1500 
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Antisieze(3100)ava^ 

TX in order to optimally provide optimum lubrication to faciliate the expansion 
process. 

In a preferred embodiment, the support member 250 is thoroughly cleaned 
5 Priortoassemblytoth e remainingportionsoftheapparatus200. Inthismanner 
the introduction of foreign material into the apparatus 200 is minimized This 

mimmizesthepossibmtyofforeignmaterialdoggingthe various flow passages and 
valves of the apparatus 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 200 
10 within the new section 130 of the wellbore 100, a couple of wellborn volumes are 
emulated in order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the 
wellbore 100 that might clog up the various flow passages and valves of the 
appare^OOandtoer^thatnofore^^ 
process. 

15 ^ m ^edmFig.3,thefluidpa^ 

fluidic sealing material 305 is then pumped from a surface location into the fluid 
passage 230. The material 305 then passes from tie fluid passage 230 into the 
interior re gion310ofthe tubular member 2 10 below the expandable mandrel205 
The material 305 then passes from the interior region 310 into the fluid passage 
20 240. The material 305 then exits the apparatus 200 and fills the annular region 
315 between the exterior of the tubular member 210 and the interior wall of the 
new section 130 of the wellbore 100. Continued pumping of the material 305 
causes the material 305 to fill up at least a portion of the annular region 315. 
The material 305 is preferably pumped into the annular region 3 1 5 at pressures 
25 and flow rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 
«o5,678.1 177 litres/minute (0 to 1 ,500 gal.ons/min), respectively. The optimum flow 
rate and operating pressures vary as a function of the casing and wellbore sizes, wellbore 
sect,on length, available pumping equipment, and fluid properties of the fluidic material 
bemg pumped. The optimum flow rate and operating pressure are preferably determined 
^ using conventional empirical methods. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material 305 may comprise any number of 
conventual commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
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for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material 305 comprises a blended cement prepared 
specifically for the particular well section being drilled from Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX in order to provide optimal support for tubular member 210 
5 while also maintaining optimum flow characteristics so as to minimize difficulties 
during the displacement of cement in the annular region 315. The optimum blend 
of the blended cement is preferably determined using conventional empirical 
methods. 

The annular region 315 preferably is filled with the material 305 in 
10 sufficient quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 
210, the annular region 316 of the new section 130 of the wellbore 100 will be filled 
with material 305. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 3a, the wall 
thickness and/or the outer diameter of the tubular member 210 is reduced in the 

15 region adjacent to the mandrel 205 in order optimally permit placement of the 
apparatus 200 in positions in the wellbore with tight clearances. Furthermore, in 
this manner, the initiation of the radial expansion of the tubular member 210 
during the extrusion process is optimally facilitated. 

As illustrated in Fig. 4, once the annular region 315 has been adequately 

20 filled with material 305, a plug 405, or other similar device, is introduced into the 
fluid passage 240 thereby fluidicly isolating the interior region 310 from the 
annular region315. In a preferred enibodiment, a non-hardenable fluidic material 
306 is then pumped into the interior region 310 causing the interior region to 
pressurize. In this manner, the interior of the expanded tubular member 210 will 

25 not contain significant amounts of cured material 305. This reduces and simplifies 
the costofthe entire process. Alternatively, the material 305 may be used during 
this phase of the process. 

Once the interior region 310 becomes sufficiently pressurized, the tubular 
member210isextrudedoffoftheexpandablenmndrel205. During the extrusion 
30 process, the expandable mandrel 205 may be raised out of the expanded portion of 
the tubular member 210. In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion 
process, the mandrel 205 is raised at approximately the same rate as the tubular 
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member 210 is expanded in order to keep the tubular member 210 stationary 
relative to the new wellbore section 130. In an alternative preferred embodiment, 
the extrusion process is commenced with the tubular member 210 positioned above 
the bottom of the new wellbore section 130, keeping the mandrel 205 stationary, 
5 and allowing the tubular member 210 to extrude off of the mandrel 205 and fall' 
down the new wellbore section 130 under the force of gravity. 

The plug 405 is preferably placed into the fluid passage 240 by introducing 
the plug 405 into the fluid passage 230 at a surface location in a conventional 
manner. The plug 405 preferably acts to fluidicly isolate the hardenable fluidic 
10 sealing material 305 from the non hardenable fluidic material 306. 

The plug 405 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available devicesnx>mpluggmgafluidpassagesuchas,forexamp^ 
Cementer (MSC) latch-down plug, Omega latch-down plug or three-wiper latch- 
down plug modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In 
15 a preferred embodiment, the plug 405 comprises a MSC latch-down plug available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 

After placement of the plug 405 in the fluid passage 240, a non hardenable 
fluidic material 306 is preferably pumped into the interior region 310 at pressures 
and flow rates ranging, for example, from approximately 27.579028 to 689 4757 bar (400 
20 * 10 '™P*»dll3^ I 
this rnanner. the amount of hardenable fluidic sealing material within the interior 3 10 of 
*e tubular member210is Intpre^^^^^^^ 
Plug 405 ,n the fluid passage 240, the non hardenable material 306 is preferably pumped 
mtofce mterior region 310 a, pressures and flow rates ranging from approximately 

25^1 

25 to 3,000 gallons/nun) in order to maximize the extrusion speed. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 200 is adapted to ininimize 
tensile, burst, and friction effects upon the tubular member 210 during the 
expansion process. These effects will be depend upon the geometry of the 
expansion mandrel 205, the material composition of the tubular member 210 and 
30 expansion mandrel 205, the inner diameter of the tubular member 210, the wall 
thtckness of the tubular member 210, the type of lubricant, and the yield strength 
of the tubular member 210. In general, the thicker the wall thickness, the smaller 
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the inner diameter, and the greater the yield strength of the tubular member 210, 
then the greater the operating pressures required to extrude the tubular member 
210 off of the mandrel 205. 

For typical tubular members 210, the extrusion of the tubular member 210 
5 off of the expandable mandrel will begin when the pressure of the interior region 
310 reaches, for example, approximately 34.472 to 620.528 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). 

During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 205 may be raised 
out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 210 at rates ranging, for 
example, from about 0 to 5 fVsec. In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion 
10 process, the expandable mandrel 205 is raised out of the expanded portion of the 
tubular member 2 1 0 at rates ranging from about 0 to 0.6096 m/s (0 to 2 ft/sec) in order to 
minimize the time required for the expansion process while also permitting easy control 
of the expansion process. 

When the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210 is extruded off of the 
15 expandable mandrel 205, the outer surface 265 of the end portion 260 of the 
tubular member 210 will preferably contact the interior surface 410 of the end 
portion 270 of the casing 1 15 to form an fluid tight overlapping joint. The contact 
pressure of the overlapping joint may range, for example, from approximately 3.447379 to 
1,278.9514 bar (50 to 20,000 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the 
20 overlapping joint ranges from approximately 27.579028 to 689.4757 bar (400 to 10,000 psi) in 
order to provide optimum pressure to activate the annular sealing members 245 and optimally 
provide resistance to axial motion to accommodate typical tensile and compressive loads. 



The overlapping jomt between th^ 
the section 265 ofthe expanded tubular member 2 10 preferably provides a gaseous 
25 and fluidic seal. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the sealing members 245 
optimally provide a fluidic and gaseous seal in the overlapping joint. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the non 
hardenablefluidicmaterial306iscontrollablyrampeddown when the expandable 
mandrel 205 reaches the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210. In this 
30 manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the 
tubular member 210 off of the expandable mandrel 205 can be minimized. In a 
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preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially linear 
fashion from 100% to about 10% during the end of the extrusion process beginning 
when the mandrel 205 is within about 1.524 m ( 5 feet) from completion of the extrusion 
process. 

5 Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 

member 250 in order to absorb the shockc^idT^ 

The shock absorber may comprise, for example, any conventional commercially 
available shock absorber adapted for use in wellbore operations. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a mandrel catching structure is provided 
10 in the end portion 260 of the tubular member 210 in order to catch or at least 
decelerate the mandrel 205. 

Once the extrusion process is completed, the expandable mandrel 205 is 
removed from the wellbore 100. In apreferred embodiment, either before or after 
the removal of the expandable mandrel 205, the integrity of the fluidic seal of the 
15 overlapping joint between the upper portion 260 of the tubular member 210 and 
the lower portion 270 of the casing 115 is tested using conventional methods. 

If the fluidic seal of the overlapping joint between the upper portion 260 of 
the tubular member 210 and the lower portion 270 of the casing 1 15 is satisfactory, 
thenanyuncuredportionofthematerial305 within the expanded tubularmember 
20 210i8thenremovedmaconventionalnmnnersuchas,forexam P le,cfrcuk 

uncured material out of the interior of the expanded tubular member 210. The 
mandrel 205 is then pulled out of the wellbore section 130 and a drill bit or mill is 
used in combination with a conventional drilling assembly 505 to drill out any 
hardened material 305 within the tubular member 210. The material 305 within 
25 the annular region 315 is then allowed to cure. 

As illustrated in Fig. 5, preferably any remaining cured material 305 within 
the interior of the expanded tubular member 210 is then removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string 505. The resulting new 
section of casing 510 includes the expanded tubular member 210 and an outer 
30 annularlayer515ofcuredmaterial305. The bottom portion of the apparatus 200 
comprising the shoe 215 and dart 405 may then be removed by drilling out the 
shoe 215 and dart 405 using conventional drilling methods. 
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(- As illustrated in Fig. 6, the upper portion 260 of the tabular member 210 

includes one or more sealing members 605 and one or more pressure relief 
holes 610. In this manner, the overlapping joint between the lower portion 270 
of the casing 1 15 and the upper portion 260 of the tubular member 2 1 0 is 
pressure-tight and the pressure on the interior and exterior surfaces of the 
tubular member 2 1 0 is equalized during the extrusion process. 

The sealing members 605 are seated within recesses 615 formed in the 
outer surface 265 of the upper portion 260 of the tubular member 21 0. In an 
alternative preferred embodiment, the sealing members 605 are bonded or 
molded onto the outer surface 265 of the upper portion 260 of the tubular 
member 210. The pressure relief holes 61 0 are preferably positioned in the last 
few feet of the tubular member 210. The pressure relief holes reduce the 
operating pressures required to expand the upper portion 260 of the tubular 
member 210. This reduction in required operating pressure in turn reduces the 
velocity of the mandrel 205 upon the completion of the extrusion process. This 
reduction in velocity in turn minimizes the mechanical shock to the entire 
apparatus 200 upon the completion of the extrusion process. 

Referring now to Fig. 7, a particularly preferred embodiment of an 
apparatus 700 for forming a casing within a wellbore preferably includes an 
expandable mandrel or pig 705, an expandable mandrel or pig container 710, a 
tubular member 71 5, a float shoe 720, a lower cup seal 725, an upper cup seal 
730, a fluid passage 735, a fluid passage 740, a support member 745, a body of 
lubricant 750, an overshot connection 755, another support member 760, and a 
stabilizer 765. 

The expandable mandrel 705 is coupled to and supported by the support 
member 745. The expandable mandrel 705 is further coupled to the expandable 
mandrel container 710. The expandable mandrel 705 is preferably adapted to 
controllably expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 705 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available expandable 
mandrels modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. 
In a preferred embodiment, the expandable mandrel 705 comprises a hydraulic 
expansion tool substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,348,095, the contents 
of which are 
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incorporated herein by reference, modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. 

The expandable mandrel container 710 is coupled to and supported by the 
support member 745. The expandable mandrel container 710 is further coupled 
5 to the expandable mandrel 705. The expandable mandrel container 710 may be 
constructed from any number of conventional commercially a vaila ble materials 
such as, for example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods, stainless steel, titanium or 
high strength steels. In a preferred embodiment, the expandable mand rel 
container 710 is fabricated from material having a greater strength than the 

10 material from which the tubular member 715 is fabricated. In this manner, the 
container 710 can be fabricated from a tubular material having a thinner wall 
thickness than the tubular member 210. This permits the container 710 to pass 
through tight clearances thereby facilitating its placement within the wellbore. 
In a preferred embodiment, once the expansion process begins, and the 

15 thicker, lower strength material of the tubular member 715 is expanded, the 
outside diameter of the tubular member 715 is greater than the outside diameter 
of the container 710. 

The tubular member 715 is coupled to and supported by the expandable 
mandrel 705. The tubular member 715 is preferably expanded in the radial 

20 direction and extruded off of the expandable mandrel 705 substantially as 
described above with reference to Figs. 1-6. The tubular member 715 may be 
fabricated from any number of materials such as, for example, Oilfield Country 
Tubular Goods (OCTG), automotive grade steel or plastics. In a preferred 
embodiment, the tubular member 715 is fabricated from OCTG. 

25 In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 715 has a substantially 

annular cross-section. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the tubular 
member 715 has a substantially circular annular cross- section. 

The tubular member 715 preferably includes an upper section 805, an 
intermediate section 810, and a lower section 815. The upper section 805 of the 

30 tubular member 715 preferably is defined by the region beginning in the vicinity 
of the mandrel container 710 and ending with the top section 820 of the tubular 
member 715. The intermediate section 810 of the tubular member 715 is 
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preferably defined by the region beginning in the vicinity of the top of the ^ . . 
container 710 end ending with the region in the vicinity of the mandrei 705 The 
lower section of the tubular member 716 is preferably defined by the region 
begtnnmg in the vicinity of the mandrel 705 attd ending at the bottom 825 of 1 
5 tubular member 715. 

K lD ; Preferred -*«*-«. «» wall thickness of the upper section 605 of 
*e *bu>ar member 7!5 is greater than the waU thicknesses of the intermediate 

^^^onoftbee^p^^^^^ ^ 

10 ^'"bepos.tK.nedin.ocationsintheweUboreh.vingUghtclee^ces 
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completes the extrusion of tubular member 7 15 r na 7 !T " 
30 -rniemDer7l5. In a preferred embodiment, the 
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The upper cup seal 730 is coupled to end supported by the support member 
760. The upper cup seal 730prevents foreign materials from entering the interior 
regton of the tubular member 71S. The upper cup seal 730 may comprise any 
numberof convention* ^eraaByavai)^^ 
5 cups or Selective Injection Packer (SIP) cup modified in accordance with 'the 
teachingsofthepreaentdiscloaure. In a preferred embodiment, the upper cup seal 
730 comprises a SIP cup avail*,* from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas TX 
m order to optimally provide a debris barrier and contain a body of lubricant 
The fluid passage 736 penults fluidic materials to be transported to and 
10 from theinteriorregionof the tubular member 715beIow the expandable mandrel 
705. Thefluidp M sage736i,auidicfycoupledtothefluidpass«ge740. Thefluid 
passage 735 is preferably coupled to and positioned within the support member 
760, the support member 745, the mandrel container 710, and the expandable 
mandrel 705. The fluid passage 735 preferably extends from a position adjacent 
15 to the surface to the bottom of the expandable mandrel 705. The fluid pas^ge 735 

.sp re ferablyp„dtioneddong.cen to Uneofthea P p.r.tus700.Th,fl^dpasssge 
735 is preferably selected to transport materials such as cement, drilling mud or 
«po«» * flow ra «s «Kl or*™* ^ fi^ ^ 15 , 41M „ , 1MUJJJ (mu}(m 

M m » m 52813 ■* <*» » »•«» psi) ia order u prrrtd. ^ ^ 
20 P'«'"«'««i™*th.l»taI.,^be,7l5oirof I ta Ivairfab i eiIml<teI70 j 

As described above with referenced Pigs. i- 6 , during placement of 
apparatus 700 within a new section of a weflbore. fluidic materials forced up the 
tod p^735can be related int. the wellhore above the t„bularmember715 

25 pass** ths, is coupled to and positioned within the support member 260. The 
pressu« re .es ee pa^ i8 ^ wM ^ roupledtothefluidj)assage735 ^ 

pressure release passage preferably includes a control valve for control 
openmg and closing the fluid passage. In a preferred embodiment, the control 

pressure release passage is preferably positioned substantisliy orthogonal to the 
cenurta. of the apparatus 700. The pressure release passage is preferably 
setected to convey materia mc b as cement, driUing mud or epoxies at flow rates 

11 
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and pressures ranging from about 0 to 1892.7059 litres/minute (0 to 500 gallons/minute) and 0 to 68.94757 
bar (0 to 1 ,000 psi) in order to reduce the drag on the apparatus 700 during insertion into a new section of a 
wellbore and to minimize surge pressures on the new wellbore section. 

The fluid passage 740 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
5 from the region exterior to the tubular member 715. The fluid passage 740 is 
preferably coupled to and positioned within the shoe 720 in fluidic communication 
with the interior region of the tubular member 715 below the expandable mandrel 
705. The fluid passage 740 preferably has a cross-sectional shape that permits a 
plug, or other similar device, to be placed in the inlet 830 of the fluid passage 740 
10 totherebyblockrurtherpassageoffluidicmaterials. In this manner, the interior 
region of the tubular member 715 below the expandable mandrel 705 can be 
optimally fluidicly isolated from the region exterior to the tubular member 715. 
This permits the interior region of the tubular member 715 below the expandable 
mandrel 205 to be pressurized. 
15 The fluid passage 740 is preferably positioned substantially along the 

centerline of the apparatus 700. The fluid passage 740 is preferably selected to 
convey materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and 
pressures ranging from about 0 to 11 356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) 
and 0 to 620.528 13 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order to optimally fill an annular region 
20 between the tubular member 715 and a new section of a wellbore with fluidic materials. 
In a preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 740 includes an inlet passage 830 having a 
geometry that can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In this manner, the fluid 
passage 240 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements 
into the fluid passage 230. 

25 In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 700 further includes one or more 

seals 845 coupled to and supported by the end portion 820 of the tubular member 
715. The seals 845 are further positioned on an outer surface of the end portion 
820 of the tubular member 715. The seals 845 permit the overlapping joint 
between an end portion of preexisting casing and the end portion 820 of the 

30 tubular member 715 to be fluidicly sealed. The seals 845 may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available seals such as, for example, lead, 
rubber, Teflon™, or epoxy seals modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
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present disclosure, m a preferred embodiment, the seals 845 comprise seals 
molded from StrataLock epoxy available from Halliburton Energy Services in 
Dallas, TK in order to optimally provide a hydraulic seal and a load bearing 
interference fit in the overlapping joint between the tubular member 715 and an 

715. 

fhcfonal fores to ^ppo* fte elp(lnded ^ ^ „ ^ fte 
oasotg. In a preferred embodiment, the Motional force pwid ed by the selsj 

10 nmg.stomabou, 68.94757 t„68,947.57tar( I ,000,o 1,000. 000M> in otdtru, 
optimally support the expanded tubular member 715. 

705 J"^7*-«"»«r -PledtotheexpandabJetnandre, 
705 and the overshot connection 765. The support member 745 preferably 
~ - ~ -tnber having sufficient strength to carry the apparatus 
15 700 ,nta a new section of a weUbore. Tbe support menmer 745 may comprise any 
number of convention., commerdaUy available support members such as for 
example, steel dru. pipe. coiled tubingor other high strength tubub. modified in 
accedence with the teachings of the present disclosure. In e preferred 
supportmember745 Uprises conventional drill pipe j£ 
20 ftum various steel mills in the United States. 

to a preferred embodhnent. a body of lubricant 750 ia proved in the 

f;^^ 715 - ^^^.^e^nofthe^utarntantber^ 
25 ° ff0fU -'~e— 705istacmtated. The ra bricmU705may M mpriL 

ZnT^° f ~ i0nal ™— ■* — such asT 

1500 Antutese (3100). In a preferred embodhnent, the lubricant 750 comprises 

30 ~ y 1Ubria " i<,n «» *. extausion 

The overshot connection 765 is coupled to the support member 745 and the 
anther,*, ^^^n^^^^ 



2lf 



( 

member 745 to be removably coupled to the support member 760. The overshot 
connection 755 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available 
overshot connections such as, for example, Innerstring Sealing Adapter, 
Innerstring Flat-Face Sealing Adapter or EZ Drill Setting Tool Stinger. In a 
5 preferred embodiment, the overshot connection 755 comprises a Innerstring 
Adapter with an Upper Guide available from Halliburton Energy Services in 
Dallas, TX 

The support member 760 is preferably coupled to the overshot connection 
755 and a surface support structure (not illustrated). The support member 760 
10 preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to carry the 
apparatus 700 into a new section of a wellbore. The support member 760 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available support members 
such as, for example, steel drill pipe, coiled tubing or other high strength tubulars 
modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
15 embodiment, the support member 760 comprises a conventional drill pipe available 
from steel mills in the United States. 

The stabilizer 765 is preferably coupled to the support member 760 The 
stabilizer 765 also preferably stabilizes the components of the apparatus 700 
wrfbon the tubular member 715. The stabilizer 765 preferably comprises a 
20 sphencal member having an outside diameter that is about 80 to 99% of the 
mterior diameter of the tubular member 715 in order to optimally minimize 
bucldingofthetubularmember7l5. The stabilizer 765 may comprise any number 
of conventional commercially available stabilizers such as, for example, EZ Drill 
S ^mdes,pac*er^ 
25 ^Prtdtah,^^^ 

a sealing adapter upper guide available from Halliburton Energy Services in 
Dallas, TX 

In a preferred embodiment, the support members 745 and 760 are 
^roug^de^ed prior to ^eeo^to^reo^po^^^^^ 
30 700. lo ttus manner, the introduction of foreign ^terie! into the epper^u, 700 
- mmimized. Thia minimises the pnesibuitv of foreign materia! clogging the 
various flow passages and valves of the apparatus 700. 
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In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 700 
within a new section of a wellbore, a couple of wellbore volumes are circulated 
through the various flow passages of the apparatus 700 in order to ensure that no 
foreign materials are located within the wellbore that might clog up the various 
5 flow passages and valves of the apparatus 700 and to ensure that no foreign 
material interferes with the expansion mandrel 705 during the expansion process. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus 700 is operated substantially as 
described above with reference to Figs. 1-7 to form a new section of casing within 
a wellbore. 

10 As illustrated in Fig. 8, in an alternative preferred enibodiment, the method 

and apparatus described herein is used to repair an existing wellbore casing 805 
by forming a tubular liner 810 inside of the existing wellbore casing 805. In a 
preferred enibodiment, an outer annular lining of cement is not provided in the 
repaired section. In the alternative preferred embodiment, any number of fluidic 

15 materials can be used to expand the tubular liner 810 into intimate contact with 
the damaged section of the wellbore casing such as, for example, cement, epoxy, 
slag mix, or drilling mud. In the alternative preferred embodiment, sealing 
members 815 are preferably provided at both ends of the tubular member in order 
to optimally provide a fluidic seal. In an alternative preferred embodiment, the 

20 tubular liner 810 is formed within a horizontally positioned pipeline section, such 
as those used to transport hydrocarbons or water, with the tubular liner 810 placed 
in an overlapping relationship with the adjacent pipeline section. In this manner, 
underground pipelines can be repaired without having to dig out and replace the 
damaged sections. 

25 In another alternative preferred embodiment, the method and apparatus 

described herein is used to directly line a wellbore with a tubular liner 810. In a 
preferred embodiment, an outer annular lining of cement is not provided between 
the tubular liner 810 and the wellbore. In the alternative preferred embodiment, 
any number of fluidic materials can be used to expand the tubular liner 810 into 

30 intimate contact with the wellbore such as, for example, cement, epoxy, slag mix, 
or drilling mud. 
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In a preferred embodiment, the combined length of the tubular members 
902 and 915 are limited to minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical tubular 
member materials, the combined length of the tubular members 902 and 91 5 are 
limited to between about 12.192 to 6,096m (40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 

The lower portion 914 of the tubular member 902 is preferably coupled to 
the shoe 908 by a threaded connection 968. The intermediate portion 91 2 of the 
tubular member 902 preferably is placed in intimate sliding contact with the 
mandrel 906. 

The tubular member 902 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield 
tubulars, low alloy steels, titanium or stainless steels. In a preferred 
embodiment, the tubular member 902 is fabricated from oilfield tubulars in order 
to optimally provide approximately the same mechanical properties as the 
tubular member 9 1 5. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the tubular 
member 902 has a plastic yield point ranging from about 275.9028 to 9307.92195 
bar (40,000 to 1 35,000) psi in order to optimally provide approximately the same 
yield properties as the tubular member 91 5. 

The wall thickness of the upper, intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 912 
and 914 of the tubular member 902 may range, for example, from about 0.625 
to 3.81 cms (1/1 6 to 1.5 inches). In a preferred embodiment, the wall thickness 
of the upper, intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 of the tubular 
member 902 range from about 0.31 75 to 3. 1 75 cms (1/8 to 1 .25 inches) in order to 
optimally provide wall thickness that are about the same as the tubular member 
915. In a preferred embodiment, the wall thickness of the lower portion 914 is 
less than or equal to the wall thickness of the upper portion 910 in order to 
optimally provide a geometry that will fit into tight clearances downhole. 

The outer diameter of the upper, intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 
912 and 914 of the tubular member 902 may range, for example, from about 2.667 
to 121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches). In a preferred embodiment, the outer 
diameter of the upper, intermediate, and lower portions, 910, 912 and 914 of the 
tubular member 902 range from about 8.89 to 48.26 cms (3 to 19 inches) in 
order to optimally provide the ability to expand the most commonly used oilfield 
tubulars. 
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The length of the tubular member 902 is preferably limited to between about 
0.6096 to 1.524 m (2 to 5 feet) in order to optimally provide enough length to contain the 
mandrel 906 and a body of lubricant. 

The tubular member 902 may comprise any number of conventional 
5 commercially available tubular members modified in accordance with the teachings 
of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 902 
comprises Oilfield Country Tubular Goods available from various U.S. steel mills 
The tubular member 915 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available tubular members modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
10 presentdisclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 915 comprises 
Oilfield Country Tubular Goods available from various U.S. steel mills 

The various elements of the tubular member 902 may be coupled using any 
number of conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections 
welding or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various' 
15 elements of the tubular member 902 are coupled using welding. The tubular 
member 902 may comprise a plurality of tubular elements that are coupled end to 
end. The various elements of the tubular member 915 may be coupled using any 
number of conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, 
welding or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
20 elements of the tubular member 915 are coupled using welding. The tubular 

membergiSmaycompriseaplurality of tubular elements that are coupled end to 
end. The tubular members 902 and 915 may be coupled using any number of 
conventional process such as, for example, threaded connections, welding or 
machined from one piece. 
25 Th. support member 804 preferably ^ adaj>ter 

. ^ndp^aagesia. an upper guide 920, andacoupling 922. During operation* 

dunng movement of the apparatus 900 within a welibore. The support member 
904 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 
30 The support member 904 may be fabricated from any n umb, r of 

convention* commercially available materia such as, for example, oilfiem 
tubulars, ,„„ alloy stse., coiled tubing or stainless steel. In . preferred 

30 



r 

embodiment, the support member 904 is fabricated from low alloy steel in order 
to optimally provide high yield strength. 

The innerstring adaptor 916 preferably is coupled to and supported by a 
conventional drill string support from a surface location. The innerstring adaptor 
5 916 may be coupled to a conventional drill string support 971 by a threaded 
connection 970. 

The fluid passage 918 is preferably used to convey fluids and other materials 
to and from the apparatus 900. In a preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 918 
is fluidicly coupled to the fluid passage 952. In a preferred embodiment, the fluid 
10 passage 918 is used to convey hardenable fluidic sealing materials to and from the 
apparatus 900. In a particularly preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 9 18 may 
include one or more pressure relief passages (not illustrated) to release fluid 
pressure during positioningof the apparatus 900 within a wellbore. In a preferred 
embodiment, the fluid passage 918 is positioned along a longitudinal centerline of 
15 the apparatus 900. In a preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 918 is selected 
to permit the conveyance of hardenable fluidic materials at operating pressures 
ranging from about 0 to 620.5281 3 bar (0 to 9,000 psi). 

The upper guide 920 is coupled to an upper portion of the support member 
904. The upper guide 920 preferably is adapted to center the support member 904 
20 within the tubular member 915. The upper guide 920 may comprise any number 
of conventional guide members modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the upper guide 920 comprises an 
innerstrmgadapter available from Halhburton Energy Semces in Dallas, TX order 
to optimally guide the apparatus 900 within the tubular member 915. 

25 ^ e< »uP^922couplesthesupportmember904tothemandrel906. The 

coupling 922 preferably comprises a conventional threaded connection. 

The various elements of the support member 904 may be coupled using any 
number of conventional processes such as, for example, welding, threaded 
connections or machined from one piece. In a preferred embodiment, the various 
30 elements of the support member 904 are coupled using threaded connections. 

The mandrel 906 preferably includes a retainer 924, a rubber cup 926, an 
expansion cone 928, a lower cone retainer 930, a body of cement 932, a lower guide 
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934, an extension sleeve 936, a spacer 938, a housing 940, a sealing sleeve 942, an 
upper cone retainer 944, a lubricator mandrel 946, a lubricator sleeve 948, a guide 
950, and a fluid passage 952. 

The retainer 924 is coupled to the lubricator mandrel 946, lubricator sleeve 
5 948, and the rubber cup 926. The retainer 924 couples the rubber cup 926 to the 
lubricator sleeve 948. The retainer 924 preferably has a substantially annular 
cross-section. The retainer 924 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available retainers such as, for example, slotted spring pins or roll 
pin. 

10 The rubber cup 926 is coupled to the retainer 924, the lubricator mandrel 

946. and the lubricator sleeve 948. The rubber cup 926 prevents the entry of 
foreognmateriaUinlotheinterior region 972 ofthe tubular member 902 below the 
rubber cup 926. The rubber cup 926 may comprise any number of convention.. 
commercMly avaitaMe rubber cups such as, for example, TP cups or Selective 
16 Injection Packer (SIP) rap . to a prefeiTed embodiment, the rubber cup 926 
comprieesaSIP cup available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas TXin 
order to optimally block foreign materials. 

In a p^cularly preferred embodiment, a body of lubricant is further 
provdedintheintarior region 972 of the tubular member 902 in order to lubricate 
20 the mtarface between the exterior surface ofthe mandrel 902 end the interior 
surface ofthe tubular members 902 ad 9!5. The lubricant may comprise any 
number of conventional commerciaUy available lubricanta such as. for example 
Lubnplate . chlorine based lubricous, oil based lubricants or Oimax 1500 Anriseize 

25 22 to : P : f ^ embOtoCT ^ e ^ t ^-CUmaxl 5 00Antisei 2 e 
25 (3100, avertable from Oimax Lubriamts end Equipment Co. in Houston TX in 
order to optimally provide lubrication to faciliata the extrusion process 

The expansion cone 928 is coupled to the lower cone retainer 930, the body 

ofcement932,theWguide934, Ul .ext^„ al eeve936,thehou^940,and 
30 * eUP 7~° ereW ™ '-Purred embodiment, during operation of the 
30 apparatus 900, the tubuUr members 902 and 915 are extruded offof the outer 
surface of the expansion cone 928. In a preferred embodiment, axial movement 
ofthe axp^„ncon,928i S preventadby the lower cone retainer 930, housing 940 
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and the upper cone retainer 944. Inner radial movement of the expansion cone 
928 is prevented by the body of cement 932, the housing 940, and the upper cone 
retainer 944. 

Theexparisioncone928pref e ^^ 
5 The outside diameter of the expansion cone 928 is preferably tapered to provide 
a cone shape. The wall thickness of the expansion cone 928 may range for 
example, fromabout 0.3175 to 7.62 cms (0,25 to 3 inches). In apreferred en*odiment, the wall thiclmess 
of the expansion co„ c 928 ranges from about 0.635 to 1.905 cms (0.25 to 0.75 inches) in order to optimally 
provide adequate compressive strength with rninima. material. The maximum and minimum outside 
1Q Aameters of the expansion cone 928 may range, for example, from about 2.54 to 1 19.38 cms (, , 0 47 
UKhes). In a preferred embodiment, the maxima™ and minimum outside diameters of the expansion cone 
range from about 8.89 to 48.26 cms (3.5 to !9 inches) in order to optimally provide expansion of 
generally available oilfield tubulars. 

TtoezpanTOnMneWSm^befabricatedfromsnynumberofconvenUoMi 

or lowalloysteel. Inapreferred embodiment, the expa^on cone 928 is fabricated 
tomtooleteeimo^rtoopttoallypr^bi^ 

Theenrfecehardnee e oftbeonter 8 nrfa«ofthee^„„c 0 ne928may range for 
«a J nple.fromebo„t50Roc 1 ™ ell cto70R„ckwellC. In. preferred embodiment 
20 the surface hardaeaa of the outer surface of the expansion cone 928 reuses from 
about 58 RockweU C „ 62 R^u c h order „ ^ 

strength. In a preferred embodiment, the expansion cone 928 is heat treated to 
optennfly provide a hard outer surface aud a resilient interior body in order to 
optunaUy provide abrasion resistance and fracture toughness 
25 The lower cone retainer 930 is coupled to the exp^n cone 928 and the 

bousmg 940. in a preferred embodiment, axial movement of the exp^sion cone 

1" Tr ^ W — 93 °' Pref ^. lower cone 

retamer 930 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The lower cone retainer 930 may be fabricated from any number of 

2 ^ m ^ In 8 lower cone 

retamer 930 . fabricated from teol steel in order to optimally provide high 
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strength and abrasion resistance. The surface hardness of the outer surface of the 
lower cone retainer 930 may range, for example, from about 50 Rockwell C to 70 
Rockwell C. In a preferred embodiment, the surface hardness of the outer surface 
of the lower cone retainer 930 ranges from about 58 Rockwell C to 62 Rockwell C 
5 in order to optimally provide high yield strength. In a preferred embodiment, the 
lower cone retainer 930 is heat treated to optimally provide a hard outer surface 
and a resilient interior body in order to optimally provide abrasion resistance and 
fracture toughness. 

In a preferred embodiment, the lower cone retainer 930 and the expansion 
10 cone 928 are formed as an integral one-piece element in order reduce the number 
of components and increase the overall strength of the apparatus. The outer 
surface of the lower cone retainer 930 preferably mates with the inner surfaces of 
the tubular members 902 and 915. 

The body of cement 932 is positioned within the interior of the mandrel 906. 
15 The body of cement 932 provides an inner bearing structure for the mandrel 906. 
The body of cement 932 further may be easily drilled out using a conventional drill 
device. In this manner, the mandrel 906 may be easily removed using a 
conventional drilling device. 

The body of cement 932 may comprise any number of conventional 
20 commercially available cement compounds. Alternatively, aluminum, cast iron or 
some other drillable metallic, composite, or aggregate material may be substituted 
for cement. The body of cement 932 preferably has a substantially annular cross- 
section. 

The lower guide 934 is coupled to the extension sleeve 936 and housing 940. 
25 During operation of the apparatus 900, the lower guide 934 preferably helps guide 
the movement of the mandrel 906 within the tubular member 902. The lower 
guide 934 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The lower guide 934 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield tubulars, low alloy 
30 steel or stainless steel. In a preferred embodiment, the lower guide 934 is 
fabricated from low alloy steel in order to optimally provide high yield strength. 
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The outer surface of the lower guide 934 preferably mates with the inner surface 
of the tubular member 902 to provide a sliding fit. 

The extension sleeve 936 is coupled to the lower guide 934 and the housing 
940. During operation of the apparatus 900, the extension sleeve 936 preferably 
5 helps guide the movement of the mandrel 906 within the tubular member 902 
The extension sleeve 936 preferably has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The extension sleeve 936 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield 
tubulars, low alloy steel or stainless steel. In a preferred embodiment the 
10 extension sleeve 936 is fabricated from low alloy steel in order to optimally provide 
highyieldstrength. The outer surface of the extension sleeve 936 preferably mates 
with the inner surface of the tubular member 902 to provide a sliding fit. In a 
preferred embodiment, the extension sleeve 936 and the lower guide 934 are 
formed as an integral one-piece element in order to nunimize the number of 
15 components and increase the strength of the apparatus. 

The spacer 938 is coupled to the sealing sleeve 942. The spacer 938 
preferably indudes the fl^ 

tube 960oftheshoe 908. IntbJsinaimer.aphagordartcanbeconv^fr^^ 
surface through the fluid passages 918 and 952 into the fluid passage 962 
20 Preferably, the spacer 938 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The spacer 938 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, steel, aJuminum or cast 
iron. In a preferred embodiment, the spacer 938 is fabricated from aluminum in 
ordertooptimaUyprovidedrillabuity. The end ofthesp^ 938 preferably mates 

n^?"^"**"**"*- faa ^ fe ^"ent,thespacer 
938andthesealmgsleeve942areformedasanmtegralone- P i^ 
to reduce the number of components and increase the strength of the apparatus 
The housing 940 is coupled to the lower guide 934, extension sleeve 936 
expansion cone 928, body of cement 932, and lower cone retainer 930. During 
30 operate of the apparatus 900, the housing 940 preferably prevents inner radial 
mobonoftheexpansioncone928. Preferably, the housing 940 has a substentiaUy 
annular cross-section. 



The housing 940 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, oilfield tubulars, low alloy 
steel or stainless steel. In a preferred embodiment, the housing 940 is fabricated 
from low alloy steel in order to cmtimally provide high yield strength. In a 
5 preferred embodiment, the lower guide 934, extension sleeve 936 and housing 940 
are formed as an integral one-piece element in order to minimize the number of 
components and increase the strength of the apparatus. 

In a particularly preferred embcdiment, the interior surface of the housing 
940 includes one or more protrusions to faciliate the connection between the 
10 housing 940 and the body of cement 932. 

The sealing sleeve 942 is coupled to the support member 904, the body of 
cement 932, the spacer 938, and the upper cone retainer 944. During operation of 

906. The sealing sleeve 942 is preferably coupled to toe support member 904 using 

15 ft ecou P ling922. Preferably, the sealing sleeve 942 has a substantially annular 
cross-section. 

The sealing sleeve 942 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, steel, aluminum or cast 
iron. In a preferred embcxiiment, the sealing sleeve 942 is fabricated from 
20 aluminum in order to optimally provide drilkbiluy of the sealing sleeve 942 

In a Particularly preferred embodiment, the outer surface of the sealing 
sleev^942mdudesoneormoreprotrusionstofacilm^ 
seahng sleeve 942 and the body of cement 932. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the spacer 938 and the sealing 
25 sleeve 942 are integrally formed as a one-piece element in order to minimiTZ 
number of components. 

The upper con. retainer 944 is coupled to the expansion cone 928, the 
^rs.eeve942.and U ,ebody„fce mMt 932. During operation of the apparatus 
^^«^^'^944p re lerebiyp^ntaa^ m otionofU K e Ip anaion 

30cnne928. F^ferehb,. the upp^ cone ret^ 944 ha. a aubetannaity annuiar 
cross-section. 
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The upper cone retainer 944 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercial^ available materials such as, for example, steel 
aluminum or cast iron. In a preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944' 
is fabricated from aluminum in order to optimally provide drillability of the upper 
5 cone retainer 944. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944 has a 
cross-sectional shape designed to provide increased rigidity. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the upper cone retainer 944 has a cross-sectional shape 
that is substantially I-shaped to provide increased rigidity and minimise the 
10 amount of material that would have to be drilled out. 

The lubricator mandrel 946 is coupled to the retainer 924, the rubber cup 
926, the upper cone retainer 944, the lubricator sleeve 948, and the guide 950 
Dunng operation of the apparatus 900, the lubricator mandrel 946 preferably 
contains the body of lubricant in the annular region 972 for lubricating the 
15 mterface between the mandrel 906 and the tubular member 902. Preferably the 
lubricator mandrel 946 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The lubricator mandrel 946 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example steel 
alummumorcastiron. In a preferred embodiment, the lubricator mandrel 946 is' 
20 fabricated from aluminum in order to optimally provide drillability of the 
lubricator mandrel 946. 

The lubricator sleeve 948 is coupled to the lubricator mandrel 946 the 

^er 9 24.then 1 bbercup926,theuppe r co aere tai D er 9 44,the 1 ubricato r sleeve 
948. aud the guide 950. a-iug operation of the apparatu. 900, the iubricator 
25 deeve 948 prefer*,!, aupports the rubber cup 926. Preferably the lubricetor 
sleeve 948 haa e substantially annular cross-section. 

The lubricator sleeve 948 may be fabricated from ffiT number of 
conventional commercial* available materials such as, for mmmp.e steel 

30 ^^ZT™- * 8 preferred embodimenl ' lubri ^ ^ <"* " 

fabricated from aluminum in ontor t« ««« ,. 

ummum m order to optimally provide drillability of the 

lubricator sleeve 948. 
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As illustrated in Fig. 9c, the lubricator sleeve 9« is supped by the 
lubricator™ 946. The iubrica.ors.eeve 948 in turn supports the rubbercup 

926. T«e'e B iner924couplesUrerubbe,cu P 926.oU,elubrica.orsieeve948 l„a 
preferred embodiment, seals 949a and 949b are provided behveen the lubricator 
n-dra. 946, lubricator steeve 948, and nrbber cup 926 In otder to optimafly seaJ 
off the interior region 972 of the tubular member 902. 

1 ^^^<sco U p,ed,ou Ml ubrica.orn^d reI 946,U« rel ai TO r 9 24,a 11 d 
the lubncatorsleeve 948. During operation of me apparatus 900, the guide 950 
Preferably guides the apparatus on the support member 904. PreferaWy, the guide 
950 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The guide 950 may be fabricated horn any number of convendonal 
commerce avaffabte materia* such as. for exampie, steei. aluminum or cas, 
■ron. .n a preferred embodiment, the guide 950 is fabricated from aluminum 
order to opdmally provide drillabilily of the guide 950. 

The fluid passage 952 is coup,ed ,o the mand re . 906. During operation of 
•he apparatus, rite fluid passage 952 prefera b.y conveys hardenabte fluid* 
materials ,„ a prefened embodiment the fluid passage 952 is positioned about 
he c emerilne ofthe apparatus 900. ,n a parUcu.ariy prefer^ embodiment, the 

flurd passage 952 is adapted to convey narfenable fluldic material a, pmssures 

and flow rare racing flom about 0 to 620.528,3 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) and 0 ,o 
1356.2355 hues/minutes (0 to 3,000 gaflons/min) in order to optimally provide 

pressures and flow rates to displace and circulate fluids during the instaflation of 

the apparatus 900. 

The various elements o, the mandre. 906 may be coupled using any number 
of convenuona. ptocess such as, for exanrpte. thraaded connecdonTweld 
crmnecuonsor cement, "n a prafened embodiment, me various elemenrs of 
•he mandtel 906 are coupled using thraaded connecdons and cementing 

7lKsh « 90 «P^nibMnch,desahousing954,abodyofcemen t 956 a 

The housing 954 is coupied to Ute body of cement 956 and the lower 
Pon|n9,4of,he t ubu.a,member902. During operation of the apparatus 900 the 
housing 954 prefer^ couples Ore lower po.on of the tubutar member 902 to ^ 
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shoe 908 to facilitate the extrusion and positioning of the tubular member 902. 
Preferably, the housing 964 has a substantially annular cross-section. 

The housing 954 may be fabricated from any number of conventional 
commercially available materials such as, for example, steel or aluminum. In a 
5 preferred embodiment, the housing 954 is fabricated from aluminum in order to 
optimally provide drillabilily of the housing 954. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the interior surface of the housing 
954 includes one or more protrusions to faciliate the connection between the body 
of cement 956 and the housing 954. 

10 ™ eb ^y° f <*ment956iscoupledtot^ 

958. In a preferred embodiment, the composition of the body of cement 956 is 
selected to permit the body of cement to be easily drilled out using conventional 
drilling machines and processes. 

The composition of the body of cement 956 may include any number of 
15 conventional cement compositions. In an alternative embodiment, a drillable 
material such as, for example, aluminum or iron may be substituted for the body 
of cement 956. 

The sealing sleeve 958 is coupled to the body of cement 956, the extension 
tube 960, the fluid passage 962, and one or more outlet jets 964. During operation 

20 of the apparatus 900, the sealing sleeve 958 preferably is adapted to convey a 
hardenable fluidic material from the fluid passage 952 into the fluid passage 962 
and then into the outlet jets 964 in order to inject the hardenable fluidic material 
into an annular region external to tbe tubular member 902. In a preferred 
embcxiunent.duringope^ 

25 includes an inlet geometry that permits a conventional plug or dart 974 to become 
lodged in the inlet of the sealing sleeve 958. In this manner, the fluid passage 962 
may be blocked thereby fluidicly isolating the interior region 966 of the tubular 
member 902. 

In a preferred embodiment, the sealing sleeve 958 has a substantially 
30 annular cross-section. The sealing sleeve 958 may be fabricated from any number 
of conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, steel 
aluminum or cast iron. In a preferred embodiment, the sealing sleeve 958 ia 
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fabricated from aluminum in order to optimally provide drilkbility of the sealing 
sleeve 958. B 

The extension tube 960 is coupled to the sealing sleeve 958, the fluid 
passage 962, and on. or more outlet jets 964. During operation of the apparatus 
5 900. the extension tube 960 preferably is adapted to convey a hardenable fluidic 
materia, from the fluid passage 952 into the fluid passoge 962 and then into the 
outlet jets 964 in order to inject the hardenable fluidic material into a* annular 
region external to the tubular member 902. In a preferrad embodiment during 
operation of the apparatus 900, the sealing sleeve 960 further inciudes an inlat 
geometry that permits a conventional plug or dart 974 to become lodged in the 
mletofU* sealing sleeve 95B. In this manner, the fluid passage 962 is blocked 
thereby fluidicly isolating the interior region 966 of the tubular member 902 In 
a preferred embodiment, one end of the extension tube 960 mates with one end of 
the sp^ 938 m orfer to optimafly faciliam tto^ 

two. 



15 two. 



In a preferred embodiment, the extension tube 960 has a substantiaUy 

aunularcross.section.lheextension ra be960maybefabricatedfr.manynum te ^ 
of conventional commercially available materials such as, for example steal 

20 ! 7 ~ fc a preferral embodimem ' the — — W U 

20 fabncated frum ammiuum in order to optimally provide dmiabihty of the 
extension tube 960. 

The fluid passage 062 is coupled to the sealing sleeve 958. the extension 
tube960,andoneormorao„tletje te 964. Durtag operation of the. pparatus 900. 
the flutd passage 962 is preferably „nveys hardenabie fluidic materials. In a 
preferred embodiment, the fluid passage 962 is positioned about the cen.erlin.of 

- adapfcd to convey hardenable fluidic materials at pressures and fTrate 
Z"! T ab0 " t ° * <2 ° " 8 ' 3 b " ( ° K *> - 0 » ' "56.2355 (0 B 3 000 

*0. «d the flu, pas^g. 962. During operation of the.ppar.tus 900, the outlet 
lets 964 preferably convey hardens fluid* amtaU from ^ ^ ^ 
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to the region exterior of the apparatus 900. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 
908 includes a plurality of outlet jets 964. 

In a preferred embodiment, the outlet jets 964 comprise passages drilled in 
the housing 954 and the body of cement 956 in order to simplify the construction 
5 of the apparatus 900. 

The various elements of the shoe 908 may be coupled using any number of 
convention* proress ^ M> for eiample ^ ^ 

meehined from one piece of material. In a preferred embodiment, the vtoous 
elements of the shoe 908 are coupled using cement 
10 In a preferred embodiment, the assembly 900 is opersted substantially as 
described above with reference to Figs. 1-8 to create a new section of casing in a 
weUbore or to repair a wellbore casing or pipeline. 

In particular, in order to extend a wellbore tato a subterranean formation 
a toll string is u»d in a well known mmmer to drill out material Iron, the 
15 subterranean formation to form a new section. 

The apparatus 900 for forming . wellbore casing in a subterranean 
formafonm then positioned in the new section of the weUbore. In a particularly 
Preferredemhodimenuh.apparatus900mcludeathetubularmember915 Ins 
20 r!^- 1*"™* ' ■ UrdeMble ^ eeahng 

hrir^~ wa ^ re, ^ tiontototte,toa «»^^ 

mtenor region 966 of the tabular member 902 below the mandrel 906 The 
h^denable fluidic saaling meterial then passes from the interior region 966 into 
the flood passage 962. The hardenable fluidic seahng materhU then exits the 

~ofthetubu^memb«90 2 and,he m tenorwanoftbenewsectiono f the 

z^^r^ p ^° fta ^ MbieMto ^~--tbe 

matenal to All up at least s portion of the snnular region 
30 m. ^ hardeMb ' e ^ — * " ~ into the 
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and flow rates that are designed for the specific wellbore section in order to 
optimize the displacement of the hardenable fluidic sealing material while not 
creating high enough circulating pressures such that circulation might be lost and 
that could cause the wellbore to collapse. The optimum pressures and flow rates 
5 are preferably determined using conventional empirical methods. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material may comprise any n umb er of 
conventional commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material comprises blended cements designed 
10 specifically for the well section being fined available from Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide support for the new tubular 
member while also maintainmg optimal flow characteristics so as to minimiz e 
operational difficulties during the displacement of the cement in the annular 
region. The optimum composition of the blended cements is preferably determined 
15 using conventional empirical methods. 

The annular region preferably is filled with the hardenable fluidic sealing 
material in sufficient quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the 
tubular member 902, the annular region of the new section of the wellbore will be 
filled with hardenable mate rial , 
20 Once the annular region has been adequately filled with hardenable fluidic 

sealing material, a plug or dart 974, or other similar device, preferably is 
introduced into the fluid passage 962 thereby fluidicly isolating the interior region 
966 of the tubular member 902 from the external annular region. In a preferred 
embodiment, a non hardenable fluidic material is then pumped into the interior 
25 region 966 causing the interior region 966 to pressurize. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, the plug or dart 974, or other similar device, preferably is 
introduced into the fluid passage 962 by introducing the plug or dart 974 , or other 
similar device into the non hardenable fluidic material. In this manner, the 
amount of cured material within the interior of the tubular members 902 and 915 
30 is minimized. 

Once the interior region 966 becomes sufficiently pressurized, the tubular 
members 902 and 915 are extruded off of the mandrel 906. The mandrel 906 may 
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be fixed or it .nay be expandable. During the extrusion process, the mandrel 906 
» raised out of the exptutded portions of the tubular members 902 and 915 using 

substantially stationary. 

5 The ping or dart 974 is preferably placed into the fluid parage 962 by 

mtroducingtheptog„rd«974mtoth.lh U dp M sage 91 8at.surto 1 oo.t i o»in 
a conventional rammer. The plug or dart 974 may comprise any number of 
conventual commercially available devices for plugging a fluid passage such aa 

10 P ug or three-wiper latch down plug modified m ac^rdance with the teachings of 

a MSC latdwiown plugaveihmle from Halliburton Bnetgy Service* in Data TX 
After placement of the plug or dnrt 974 in the fluid passage 962, the'non 
haruetmble fluidic material is preferably pumped into the interior region 966 at 
~ "»< «°» — «- approximately 34.473 ,„ 620.528,3 bar (500 to 

optunally extrude the tubular members 902 and 91 5 offof the mandrel 906 
Far, M ^ , 13 , fc of ^ ' 

w.u.j^i;*" - • - - — — . 

Owing the extrusion proceas, the mandrel 906 may be raised out of the ex„»d«, 
portions of the tubular members 00? anA oi < . . expanded 
to 1 524 m /. m , , ., 5 * ra ' K ran ^ f °' hom about 0 

26 Idret^ I ba ~-^™ »«.^ng the extrusion pmceas the 

at rates ranging from about 0 to 0.6096 m/sfO to 1 ft/^,; a 

n . ,m;«„ <■ 1 ™ sec ) ,n order to opt mall v nrovide 

b„, 17 TT? P "° r 10 CUrin8 of l,a " fc "** scaling material- 

3„ ■ 



( 



When the upper end portion of the tubular member 915 is extruded off of 
the mandrel 906, the outer surfaceofthe upper end portionofthe tubular member 
915 will preferably contact the interior surface of the lower end portion of the 
existing casing to form an fluid tight overlapping joint. The contact pressure of the 
5 overlapping joint may range, for example, from approximately 3.447379 to U78 95 14 
bar (50 to 20,000 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the 
overlapping joint between the upper end of the tubular member 915 and the existing 
section of wellbore casing ranges from approximately 27.579028 to 689.4757 bar (400 to 
1 0,000 psi) in order to optimally provide contact pressure to activate the sealing members 
and P rov,de optimal resistance such that the tubular member 91 5 existing wellbore casing 
will carry typical tensile and compressive loads. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the non 
hardenable fluidic material will be controllably ramped down when the mandrel 
gOSreachestheupperendportionofthetubularmembergiS. In this manner the 
15 sudden release of pressure caused by the complete extrusion of the tubular 
member 915 off of the expandable mandrel 906 can be minimised. In a preferred 
embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially linear fashion 
from 100% to about 10% during the end of the extension process beginning when 
the mandrel 906 has completed approximately all but about the last 5 feet of the 
20 extrusion process. 

Ina*alternativep re ferr^ 
rate of the hardenable fluidic sealing material and/or the non hardenable fluidic 
material are controlled during all phases of the operation of the apparatus 900 to 
minimize shock. 

25 A ^ tl ™^ orto ^tatto,a S hockab»rberi S providediBthesuppoTt 
member 904 i„„rdert 0 ^ M Atheshod t <^ bythe5uddenreleaMofpressiire 

^^^y.ormcombtoation.a.nandreloatd^structureispro^ed 
above tbe mpP ort member 904 to ord^ 

*0 ^ toe ^»»Proce 8 .ueon v leted.then M nd«1906isrem.vedfrom 
the wellbore. In apreferred embodiment, either before or after the removal of the 
mar^Oo.theiategn.yofthefl^ 



upper portion of the tubular member 915 and the lower portion of the existing 
casing is tested using conventional methods. Ifthefluidic seal of the overlapping 
joint between the upper portion of the tubular member 915 and the lower portion 
of the existing casing is satisfactory, then the uncured portion of any of the 
5 hardenable fluidic sealing material within the expanded tubular member 915 is 
then removed in a conventional manner. The hardenable fluidic sealing material 
within the annular region between the expanded tubular member 915 and the 
existing casing and new section of wellbore is then allowed to cure. 

Preferably any reinaining cured hardenable fluidic sealing material within 
10 the interior of the expanded tubular members 902 and 915 is then removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string. The resulting new section 
of casing preferably includes the expanded tubular members 902 and 915 and an 
outer annular layer of cured hardenable fluidic sealing material The bottom 
portion of the apparatus 900 comprising the shoe 908 may then be removed by 
15 drilling out the shoe 908 using conventional drilling methods. 

In an alternative embodiment, during the extrusion process, it may be 
necessary tor^^-to^^m^^f^^,,^^ 
to a malfunction. In this circumstance, a conventional drill string i s used to drill 
-^teriorsectionsofthea^ 
20 theremainingsections. In a preferred embodiment, the interior elements the 
apparatus 900 are fabricated from materials such as, for example, cement and 
alununum, that permit a conventional drill string to be employed to drill out the 
interior components. 

In particular, in a preferred embodiment, the composition of the interior 
25 .actions of the mendrel 906 end shoe 908, including one or more of the body of 
cement 932. the spacer 938, the sealing alee*, 942, the upper cone retainer 944 
the lubricator mandrel 946, the lubricator sleeve 948, the guide 950, the houatag 
964, the bod, of cement 956, the sealing sleeve 958, and the extension tube 960 
are selected to permit at .east some of these component, to be drilled out using 
30 conventional drilling metbods and apparatua. In this marmer, m the even Hfa 
miction downhole, the apparatus 900 may be eamly remold fr„ m the 
wellbore. 
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Referring now to Figs. 10a, 10b, 10c, lOd, 10e, lOf, and lOg a method and 
apparatus for creating a tie-back liner in a wellbore will now be described. As 
illustrated in Fig. 10a, a wellbore 1000 positioned in a subterranean formation 
1002 includes a first casing 1004 and a second casing 1006. 
5 The first casing 1004 preferably includes a tubular liner 1008 and a cement 

annulus 1010. The second casing 1006 preferably includes a tubular liner 1012 
and a cement annulus 1014. In a preferred embodiment, the second casing 1006 
is formed by expanding a tubular member substantially as described above with 
reference to Figs. l-9c or below with reference to Figs, lla-llf. 
10 In a particularly preferred embodiment, an upper portion of the tubular 

liner 1012 overlaps with a lower portion of the tubular liner 1008. In a particularly 
preferred embodiment, an outer surface of the upper portion of the tubular liner 
1012 includes one or more sealing members 1016 for providing a fiuidic seal 
between the tubular liners 1008 and 1012. 
15 Referring to Fig. 10b, in order to create a tie-back liner that extends from 

the overlap between the first and second casings, 1004 and 1006, an apparatus 
1100 is preferably provided that includes an expandable mandrel or pig 1105, a 
tubular member 1110, a shoe 1115, one or more cup seals 1120, a fluid passage 
1130, a fluid passage 1135, one or more fluid passages 1140, seals 1145, and a 
20 support member 1150. 

The expandable mandrel or pig 1105 is coupled to and supported by the 
support member 1150. The expandable mandrel 1105 is preferably adapted to 
controllably expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 1105 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available expandable mandrels 
25 modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure . In a preferred 
embodiment, the expandable mandrel 1105 comprises a hydraulic expansion tool 
substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,348,095, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference, modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. 

30 The tubular member 1110 is coupled to and supported by the expandable 

mandrel 1105. The tubular member 1105 is expanded in the radial direction and 
extruded off of the expandable mandrel 1105. The tubular member 1110 may be 
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( fabricated from any number of materials such as, for exarapje! POfieft Gentry. • • 
Tubular Goods, 13 chromium tubing or plastic piping. In a preferred embodiment, 
the tubular member 1 1 10 is fabricated from Oilfield Country Tubular Goods. 

The inner and outer diameters of the tubular member 1 1 10 may range, for 
example, from approximately 1 .905 to 1 19.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 2.667 to 
121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the inner 
and outer diameters of the tubular member 1110 range from about 7.62 to 39.37 
cms (3 to 15.5 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), respectively in 
order to optimally provide coverage for typical oilfield casing sizes. The tubular 
member 1110 preferably comprises a solid member. 

In a preferred embodiment, the upper end portion of the tubular member 
1 1 10 is slotted, perforated, or otherwise modified to catch or slow down the 
mandrel 1 105 when it completes the extrusion of tubular member 1 1 10. In a 
preferred embodiment, the length of the tubular member 1 1 1 0 is limited to 
minimize the possibility of buckling. For typical tubular member 1110 materials, 
the length of the tubular member 1 1 10 is preferably limited to between about 
12. 192 to 6096m (40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 

The shoe II 15 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 1 105 and the tubular 
member 1 1 10. The shoe 1 1 15 includes the fluid passage 1 135. The shoe 1 1 15 may 
comprise any number of conventional commercially available shoes such as, for 
example, Super Seal II float shoe, Super Seal II Down-Jet float shoe or a guide shoe 
with a sealing sleeve for a latch down plug modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1115 
comprises an aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch- 
down plug with side ports radiating off of the exit flow port available from 
Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX, modified in accordance with the 
teachings of the present disclosure, in order to optimally guide the tubular member 
1 100 to the overlap between the tubular member 1 100 and the casing 1012, 
optimally fluidicly isolate the interior of the tubular member 1 100 after the latch 
down plug has seated, and optimally permit drilling out of the shoe 1 115 after 
completion of the expansion and cementing operations. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1 1 1 5 includes one or more side outlet 
ports. 1 140 in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 1 135. In this manner, 
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the shoe 1 1 15 injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into the region outside the 
shoe 1115 and tubular member 1110. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1 115 
includes one or more of the fluid passages 1140 each havingan inlet geometry that 
can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. In this manner, the fluid passages 
5 1 140 can be sealed offby introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements into 
the fluid passage 1130. 

Thecup seal 1120 is coupled to and supported by the support member 1150. 
The cup seal 1120 prevents foreign materials from entering the interior region of 
the tubular member 1110 adjacent to the expandable mandrel 1105. The cup seal 
10 1120 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available cup seals 
such as, for example, TP cups or Selective Injection Packer (SIP) cups modified in 
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
embodiment, the cup seal 1120 comprises a SIP cup, available from Halliburton 
Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a barrier to debris and 
15 contain a body of lubricant. 

The fluid passage 1130 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the expandable 
mandrel 1105. The fluid passage 1130 is coupled to and positioned within the 
support member 1150 and the expandable mandrel 1105. The fluid passage 1130 
20 preferably extends from a position adjacent to the surface to the bottom of the 
expandable mandrel 1105. The fluid passage 1130 is preferably positioned along 
a centerline of the apparatus 1100. The fluid passage 1130 is preferably selected 
to transport materials such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and 
pressures ranging from about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) 
25 *nd 0 to 620.528 13 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order to optimally provide sufficient operating 
pressures to circulate fluids at operational efficient rates. 

Tlieflmdpassagell35pemiteflmdk^ 
passage 1 130 to the interior of the tubular member 1110 below the mandrel 1105. 
The fluid passages 1140 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
30 from the region exterior to the tubular member 1110 and shoe 1115. The fluid 
passages 1140 are coupled to and positioned within the shoe 1115 in fluidic 
communication with the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the 
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expandable mandrel 1105. The fluid passages 1140 preferably have a cross- 
sectional shape that permits a plug, or other similar device, to be placed in the fluid 
passages 1140 to thereby block further passage of fluidic materials. In this 
manner, the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the expandable 
5 mandrel 1105 can be fluidicly isolated from the region exterior to the tubular 
member 1105. This permits the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below 
the expandable mandrel 1105 to be pressurized. 

The fluid passages 1140 arepreferably positioned along the periphery of the 
shoe 1115. The fluid passages 1140 are preferably selected to convey materials 
10 such as cement, drilling mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from 
about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 62.52813 bar (0 
to 9,000 psi) in order to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 
1 1 10 and the tubular liner 1008 with fluidic materials. In a preferred embodiment, the 
fluid passages 1 140 include an inlet geometry that can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing 
^ member. In this manner, the fluid passages 1140 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, 
dart and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 1 130. In a preferred embodiment,' 
the apparatus 1 100 includes a plurality of fluid passage 1 140. 

In an alternative embodiment, the base of the shoe 1115 includes a single 
inlet passage coupled to the fluid passages 1140 that is adapted to receive a plug, 
20 or other similar device, to permit the interior region of the tubular member 1110 
to be fluidicly isolated from the exterior of the tubular member 1110. 

The seals 1145 are coupled to and supported by a lower end portion of the 
tubular member 1110. The seals 1145 are further positioned on an outer surface 
of the lower end portion of the tubular member 1110. The seals 1145 permit the 
25 overlapping joint between the upper end portion of the casing 1012 and the lower 
end portion of the tubular member 1110 to be fluidicly sealed. 

The seals 1145 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available seals such as, for example, lead, rubber, Teflon™ or epoxy seals modified 
in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
30 embodiment, the seals 1 145 comprise seals molded from Stratalock epoxy available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a 
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to withstand the range of typicoJ tensUe and compressive loads. 

Inapreferredembodiment, the aealslHS are selected to optimally previde 

a suffidentMrtonalforcetosupport the expanded tubularmemberlUOfrom the 
5 tubular liner 1008. In a preferred embodiment, the actional force provided by the 
1 145 range, fr„ m ab<)lll (8.J47J, ,„ «, w „ to( l,(H>0 » 1,000, OOOIbf) in tension ara, 
coraprass,™, in orto .0 optimally sup po„ a, expanded n,,,^ , , ,„ 

The support member 1150 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 1105 
tufcuar member 1110, shoe 1115. and seal 1120. The support member 1150 
10 preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to carry the 
apparatus 1100 into the weBbore 1000. In a preferred embodiment, the support 
member 1150 further include, one or more conventional centralirers (not 
illustrated) to help stabilize the tubular member luo. 

In a preferred embodiment, a quantity of lubricant 1150 is previded in the 
annular region above the expandable mandrel 1105 within the interior of the 

tubu^memberllio.mtldsmanner.tbeextnmionofthetubularmemberllio 
off of the expandable mandrel 1105 is facilitated. The lubricant 1150 may 
comprise any number of convention! eommereially avails .ubricants such as 

«10„ P ^T k ^ b0dime,lt • ' UbriaDt 1150 C *°°* »> A-ti-e 

(3100, .variable from Cimax Lubricants and Equipment Co. in Houston. TX in 

order to optimally provide lubrication for the extmsion precox 

orio,r aPref r d ^^ CTt,ttera ^ rtme ^ 11SOfatl »~*-ed 
pnor to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparates 1100. to this 

Jfcs mmmuzes the possibihty of foreign materia, clogging the various flow 
P-ages and valves oftheapp^tusllOOm.d to ensure that no foreign material 
utterferes with the expansion mandrel .105 during the extrasion pro! 

30 o. k I " 1 ! B P ^ iCUlarly prefOTred -"»toent, the app^atus 1100 includes a 
30 packer 1155 coupted to the bottem section of the shoe 1115 for fluidity isolating 

the reg,on o, the weUbore 1000 below the apparatus 1100. In this manner, fluidi! 

matermls era prevented (rem entering the region of the wellbore 1000 below the 
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apparatus 1100. The packer 1155 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available packers such as, for example, EZ Drill Packer, EZ SV 
Packer or a drillable cement retainer. In a preferred embodiment, the packer 
1 155 comprises an EZ Drill Packer available from Halliburton Energy Services in 
5 Dallas, TX. In an alternative embodiment, a high gel strength pill may be set 

belowthetie-backin P laceofthepackerll55. Inanother alternative embodiment, 
the packer 1 155 may be omitted. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 1 100 
wrthin the wellbore 1100, a couple of wellbore volumes are circulated in order to 
10 ensure that no foreign materials are located within the wellbore 1000 that might 
clog up the various flow passages and valves of the apparatus 1100 and to ensure 
that no foreign material interferes with the operation of the expansion mandrel 

AsiUustratedinFig. 10c,ahardenablefluidicsealingmaterialll60isthen 
15 pumped from a surface location into the fluid passage 1130. The material 1160 
then passes from the fluid passage 1130 into the interior region of the tubular 
member 1110 below the expandable mandrel 1105. The material 1160 then passes 
from theinteriorregionof the tubular member 11 10 into the fluid passagesll40 
The material 1160 then exits the apparatos 1100 and fills the annular region 
20 between the exterior of the tubular member 1110 and the interior wall of the 
tubular liner 1008. ^ntmuedpumpingof the material 1160 causes the material 
1160 to fill up at least a portion of the annular region 

The materia, ,,60 may be piunpcd into the annular region at pressures and flow rates 
angmg. for exanp.e, from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5,000 psi) and 0 to 5678 „ 77 

25 ^ t0 8a,, ° nS/min) ' * ' ^ *e materia, 

116015 in, ° Ae — re * ion at and flow rates specify designed for the 

casing sizes being run, the annu,ar spaces being fined, the pumping equipment ava„ab, c> and the 
property of the fluid being pumped. optimum flow ra tes and pressures are preferab, y 
calculated using convcntonal empirical methods. 

The tenable (taidic sealing material u60 ^ 
convention commerce available harden nuidic seeing materia auch aa 
for exampte, stag mix, cement or epory. In a preferred embodiment, the 
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hardenabie fluidic sealing material 1160 comprises blended cements specifically 
designed for well section being tied-back, available firom Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide proper support for the tubular 
member 1110 while maintaining optimum flow characteristics so as to minimize 
5 operational difficulties during the displacement of cement in the annular region 
The optimum blend of the blended cements are preferably determined using 
conventional empirical methods. 

The annular region may be filled with the material 1160 in sufficient 
quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 1110, the 

10 annular region will be filled with material 1160. 

As illustrated in Fig. lOd, once the annular region has been adequately filled 
with material 1160, one or more plugs 1165* or other similar devices, preferably 
are introduced into the fluid passages 1 140 thereby fluidicly isolating the interior 
region of the tubular member 1110 from the annular region external to the tubular 

15 member 11 10. In a preferred embodiment, a non hardenabie fluidic material 1 161 
is then pumped into the interior region of the tubular member 1110 below the 
mandrel 1105 causing the interior region to pressurize. In a particularly preferred 
embodiment, the one or more plugs 1165, or other similar devices, are introduced 
into the fluid passage 1140 with the introduction of the non hardenabie fluidic 

20 material. In this manner, the amount of hardenabie fluidic material wi thin the 
interior of the tubular member 1110 is minimize d 

As illustrated in Fig. lOe, once the interior region becomes sufficiently 
pressurized, the tubular member 1110 is extruded off of the expandable mandrel 
1105. During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 1105 is raised out of 

25 the expanded portion of the tubular member 1110. 

The plugs 1165 are preferably placed into the fluid passages 1140 by 
introducing the plugs 1165 into the fluid passage 1130 at a surface location in a 
conventional manner. The plugs 1 165 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available devices firom plugging a fluid passage such as, for examp le, 

30 brass balls, plugs, rubber balls* or darts modified in accordance with the teachings 
of the present disclosure* 
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In a preferred embodiment, the plugs 1165 comprise low density rubber 
balls. In an alternative embodiment, for a shoe 1105 having a common central 
inlet passage, the plugs 1165 comprise a single latch down dart. 

After placemen, of the plugs 1 ,65 in the fluid passages , 140, the non hardenable fluidic material 
5 1 161 .s preferably pumped into the interior region of the tubular member ,1,0 below the mandrel 1 105 at 
pressures and flow rates ranging from approximately 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 ,o 9.000 psi) and 
15.-4164 to 113. 562.355 toes/minute (40 to 30.000 gallons/min). ,n a preferred embodiment, after 
Placement of the plugs ,165 in the fluid passages 1140, the non hardenable fluidic material 1161 is 
preferably pumped into the interior region of the tubular member ,110 below the mandrel 1105 at 
pressures and flow rates ranging from approximately 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1200 to 8500 psi) and 
151.4,64 to 4731.7648 uUes/minute (40 to ,250 gal.ons/min) in order to opumaUy provide extrusion of 
typical tubujars. 

For typical tubular members 1 1 10, the extrusion of the tubular member 1 1 10 off 
of the expandable mandrel 1 105 will begin when the pressure of the interior region of the 
member 1,10 below the mandrel 1 105 reaches, for example, approximate* 
ig 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1200 to 8500 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the extrusion of 
the tubular member 1 ,10 off of the expandable mandrel 1 105 begins when the pressure 
of the mtenor region of the tubular member 1110 below the mandrel 1 105 reaches 
approximately 82.737 to 586.0543 bar (1200 to 8500 psi). 

During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 1 105 may be raised out of 
the expanded portion of the tubular member 1 11 0 at rates ranging, for example, from 
20 about0tol.524m/ S (0to5ft/sec). In a preferred embodiment, during the extrusion 
process, toe expandable mandrel 1 1 05 is raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular 
member 1 1 10 at rates ranging from about 0 to 0.6096 m/s (0 to 2 ft/sec) in order to 
opttmally provide permit adjustment of operational parameters, and optimally ensure that 
the extrusion process will be completed before the material 1 160 cures. 

25 



embodiment, at least a portion 1180 of the tubular member 
HlOhasan internal diameter less than the outside diameter of the mandrel 1105 
In this manner, when the mandrel 1105 expands the section 1180 of the tubular 
30 member 1110, at least a portion of the expanded section 1180 effects a seal with 
at least the weUbore casmg 1012. In a particularly preferred embedment, the s^^ 
* effectedby compressing the sealslOlB between the expanded section 1180 and 



the wellbore casing 1012. In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the 
font between the expanded section 1 180 of the tubular member 1 1 10 and the 
casing 1012 ranges from about 34.473785 to 689.6757 bar (500 to 10,000 psi) in 
order to optimally provide pressure to activate the sealing members 1 1 45 and 
provide optimal resistance to ensure that the joint will withstand typical extremes 
of tensile and compressive loads. 

,n »^™tlvep re fe„ e demb 0 d im enUubsta„ ti aJlya J of t he e n 1 i re le^ t h 
of the tubular member . 1 10 has an internal diameter less than the outside 

d^eter of me mandrel, 105. ,„ Ws manner, exhuston of „ e tubular member 
1 1 10 by the mandrel 1 105 results in contact between substantially all of the 
expanded tubular member 1 1 10 and the existing casing .008. m a preferred 
embodiment, the contoct pressure of the joint between the expanded tubular 
member 1 . !0 and the casings 1008 and , 0 , 2 ranges ftom about 34.473785 to 
689 6757 bar (500 to 10.000 psi) In order to optimally prev.de pressure to activate 
the sealing members 1 .45 and provide optimal resistance ,o ensure that the torn, 
w,ll wrthsrand lypical extremes of tensile and compressive toads. 

In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure and flow rate of the 
materia, H6I IscontroOaWy ramped down when the expandable mandrel 1,05 
reaches the upper end portion of the tubular member. 1,0. In mis manner the 
sudden release of pressure caused by me complete extntslon of the tubular 
member. MOotTof the expandable mandrel 1 .05 can be minimi. ,„a 
prefetred embodiment the operating pressure of the fluid* material , 16. is 
-duced in a substanflaly ..near fashion from ,00% to abou, ,096 during the end of 
the extmston process beginning when the mandrel „05 has completed 
approximately an butabou, ,.S24m (5 fee,) of the extrusion process 

AJtemaovefy, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 
member „50 In orde, to absorb the shock caused by the sudden rerease of 
pressure. 

Ahemauvefy. or in combmaUon. a mandre. catehing stnrcture is provided in 
*e upperend portion of the tuburar member . 1 ,0 ,n order ,o catch ora, ,eas, 
decelerate the mandrel 1 105. 



Referring to Fig. 10f, once the extrusion process is completed, the 
expandable mandrel 1105 is removed from the wellbore 1000. In a preferred 
embodiment, either before or after the removal of the expandable mandrel 1 105, 
the integrity of the fluidic seal of the joint between the upper portion of the 
5 tubular member 1110 and the upper portion of the tubular liner 1108 is tested 
using conventional methods. If the fluidic seal of the joint between the upper 
portion of the tubular member 1110 and the upper portion of the tubular liner 
1008 is satisfactory, then the uncured portion of the material 1160 within the 
expanded tubular member 1110 is then removed in a conventional manner. The 
10 material 1160 within the annular region between the tubular member 1 110 and 
the tubular liner 1008 is then allowed to cure. 

As illustrated in Fig. lOf, preferably any remaining cured material 1160 
within the interior of the expanded tubular member 1110 is then removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string. The resulting tie-back liner 
15 of casing 1170 includes the expanded tubular member 1110 and an outer annular 
layer 1175 of cured material 1160. 

As illustrated in Fig. lOg, the remaining bottom portion of the apparatus 
1100 comprising the shoe 1115 and packer 1155 is then preferably removed by 
drilling out the shoe 1115 and packer 1155 using conventional drilling methods. 
20 In a particularly preferred embodiment, the apparatus 1100 incorporates 

the apparatus 900. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 la-1 If, an embodiment of an apparatus and method 
for hanging a tubular liner off of an existing wellbore casing will now be described. 
As illustrated in Fig. 11a, a wellbore 1200 is positioned in a subterranean 
25 formation 1205. The wellbore 1200 includes an existing cased section 1210 having 
a tubular casing 1215 and an annular outer layer of cement 1220. 

In order to extend the wellbore 1200 into the subterranean formation 1205, 
a drill string 1225 is used in a well known manner to drill out material from the 
subterranean formation 1205 to form a new section 1230. 
30 As illustrated in Fig. lib, an apparatus 1300 for forming a wellbore casing 

in a subterranean formation is then positioned in the new section 1230 of the 
wellbore 100. The apparatus 1300 preferably includes an expandable mandrel or 
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pig 1305, a tubular member 1310, a shoe 1315, a fluid passage 1320, a fluid passage 
1330, a fluid passage 1335, seals 1340, a support member 1345, and a wiper plug 



1350. 



The expandable mandrel 1305 is coupled to and supported by the support 
5 member 1345. The expandable mandrel 1305 is preferably adapted to controllably 
expand in a radial direction. The expandable mandrel 1305 may comprise any 
number of conventional commercially available expandable mandrels modified in 
accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. In a preferred 
embodiment, the expandable mandrel 1305 comprises a hydraulic expansion tool 
10 substantially as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,348,095, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference, modified in accordance with the teachings of the 
present disclosure. 

The tubular member 1310 is coupled to and supported by the expandable 
mandrel 1305. The tubular member 1310 is preferably expanded in the radial 
15 direction and extruded off of the expandable mandrel 1305. The tubular member 
131 0 may be fabricated from any number of materials such as, for example, Oilfield 
Country Tubular Goods (OCTG), 13 chromium steel tubing/casing or plastic 
casing. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 1310 is fabricated from 
OCTG. The inner and outer diameters of the tubular member 1310 may range, for 
20 example, from approximately 1.905 to 1 19.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 2.667 to ' " 
121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the inner and 
outer dtameters of the tubular member 1310 range from about 7.62 to 39.37 cms (3 to 
15.5 inches) and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), respectively in order to optimally 
prov,de nunimal telescoping effect in the most commonly encountered weUbore sizes. 

25 In a preferred embodiment, the tubular member 1310 includes an upper 

portion 1355, an intermediate portion 1360, and a lower portion 1365 In a 
preferred embodiment, the wall thickness and outer diameter ofthe upper portion 

1355 of the tubular member 13 .0 range from about 0.375 to 3.8 1 cms (3/8 to 1 * inches) and 8.89 to 40 64 
cms (3 to .6 inches), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the wall thickness and outer diameter of 
30 the mtcrmediate portion 1360 ofthe tubular member .3 10 range from about 1.5825 to 1 .905 cms (0 625 to 
0.75 mches) and 7.62 to 48.26 cms (3 to 19 inches), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the wall 
thickness and outer diameter of the lower portion 1 365 of 
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the tubular member 1310 range from about 0.375 to 3.81 cms (3/8 to 1.5 inches) 
and 8.89 to 40.64 cms (3.5 to 16 inches), respectively. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment, the wall thickness of the 
intermediate section 1360 of the tubular member 1310 is less than or equal to the 
wall thickness of the upper and lower sections, 1355 and 1365, of the tubular 
member 1310 in order to optimally faciliate the initiation of the extrusion process 
and optimally permit the placement of the apparatus in areas of the wellbore 
having tight clearances. 

The tubular member 1310 preferably comprises a solid member. In a 
preferred embodiment, the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310 is 
slotted, perforated, or otherwise modified to catch or slow down the mandrel 1305 
when it completes the extrusion of tubular member 1310. In a preferred 
embodiment, the length of the tubular member 1310 is limited to minimize the 
possibility of buckling. For typical tubular member 1310 materials, the length of 
the tubular member 1310 is preferably limited to between about 12.192 to 6096 m 
(40 to 20,000 feet) in length. 

The shoe 1315 is coupled to the tubular member 1310. The shoe 1315 
preferably includes fluid passages 1330 and 1335. The shoe 1315 may comprise 
any number of conventional commercially available shoes such as, for example, 
Super Seal II float shoe, Super Seal II Down-Jet float shoe or guide shoe with a 
sealing sleeve for a latch-down plug modified in accordance with the teachings of 
the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1315 comprises an 
aluminum down-jet guide shoe with a sealing sleeve for a latch-down plug 
available from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX, modified in accordance 
with the teachings of the present disclosure, In order to optimally guide the tubular 
member 1310 into the wellbore 1200, optimally fluidicly isolate the interior of the 
tubular member 1310, and optimally permit the complete drill out of the shoe 1315 
upon the completion of the extrusion and cementing operations. 

In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1315 further includes one or more side 
outlet ports in fluidic communication with the fluid passage 1330. In this manner, 
the shoe 1315 preferably injects hardenable fluidic sealing material into the region 
outside the shoe 131 5 and tubular member 1310. In a preferred embodiment, the 
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shoe 13X5 includes the fluid passage 1330 having an inlet geometry that can 
receive a fluidic sealing member. In this manner, the fluid passage 1330 can be 
sealed offby introducing a plug, dart and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid 
passage 1330. 

5 The fluid passage 1320 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 

from the interior region of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable 
mandrel 1306. The fluid pas«ge 1320 is coupted to and positioned within the 
support member 1345 and the expandable mandrel 1305. The fluid passage 1320 
prefers extends from a portion adjacent to the surface to the bottom of the 
10 expandable mandrel 1305. The fluid paasage 1320 is preferably positioned along 
a centerhne of the apparatus 1300. The fluid passage 1320 is preferably selected 
to transport materials such as cement, drilling mud, or epoxies at flow rules and 
pressures raagmg ton. about 0 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) 
end 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order to optimally provide sufficient operating 
ls Pressures to circulate fluids at operationally efficient rates. 

The fluid passage 1330 permit, fluidic materials to be transported to and 
from the region exterior to the tubular member 1310 and shoe 1315. The fluid 
Passage 1330 is coupled to and positioned within tb. shoe 1315 in fluidic 
communication with the interior region 1370 of the tubular member 1310 below 
the expandable mandrel 1305. The fluid passage 1330 preferably has a cross- 
sections! shape that pemuts a p.ug, or other similar device, to be placed in fluid 
I^lSoOtotherebyblockn^erpassageoffluidicmnteria.a. Inthismanner 
the interior region ,370 of the tubman member 1310 below the expandable' 
mandrel 1305 can be fluididy isolated from the region exterior to the tubuta 
25 member 1310. Tttspermite the interior r^ion 1370 ofthetubufcr member ,310 
below tte expandable mandrel ,305 to be ptessurized. The fluid Possage 1330 is 
preferably positioned eubstantiaUy along the centerline of the apparatus 1300 
The fluid paasage 1330 is preferably selected to convey materials such as 

•he wdltora 1200 with fluidic rasfcHs,, „ . prefm ^ fc ^ ^ 
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includes an inlet geometry that can receive a dart and/or a ball sealing member. 
In this manner, the fluid passage 1330 can be sealed off by introducing a plug, dart 
and/or ball sealing elements into the fluid passage 1320. 

The fluid passage 1335 permits fluidic materials to be transported to and 
5 from the region exterior to the tubular member 1310 and shoe 1315. The fluid 
passage 1335 is coupled to and positioned within the shoe 1315 in fluidic 
communication with the fluid passage 1330. The fluid passage 1335 is preferably 
positioned substantially along the centerline of the apparatus 1300. The fluid 
passage 1335 is preferably selected to convey materials such as cement, drilling 
10 mud or epoxies at flow rates and pressures ranging from about 0 to 1 1356.2355 

litres/minute (0 to 3,000 gallons/minute) and 0 to 620.52813 bar (0 to 9,000 psi) in order 
to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 1 3 1 0 and the new section 
1230 of the wellbore 1200 with fluidic materials. 

The seals 1340 are coupled to and supported by the upper end portion 1355 
15 of the tubular member 1310. The seals 1340 are further positioned on an outer 
surface of the upper end portion 1355 ofthe tubular member 1310. The seals 1340 
permit the overlapping joint between the lower end portion ofthe casing 1215 and 
the upper portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310 to be fluidicly sealed. The 
seals 1340 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available seals 
20 such as, for example, lead, robber, Teflon™, or epoxy seals modified in accordance 

with the teaclungsofthepresentdisclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the seals 
1340 comprise seals molded from Stratalock epoxy available from Halliburton 
Energy Services in Dallas, TX in order to optimally provide a hydraulic seal in the 
annulusoftheoverkppii*^^ 
25 to withstand typical tensile and compressive loads. 

In a preferred embodiment, the seals 1340 are selected to optimally provide 
a sufficient fractional force to support the expanded tubular member 1310 from the 
exasting casing 1215. In a preferred embodiment, the frictional force provided by 
the seals 1340 ranges from about 68.94757 to 68,947.57 bar (1,000 to 1,000,000 Ibf) in 
30 order to optimally support the expanded tubular member 1310. 

The support member 1345 is coupled to the expandable mandrel 1305 
tubular member 1310, shoe 1315, and seals 1340. The support member 1345 



preferably comprises an annular member having sufficient strength to carry the 
apparatus 1300 into the new section 1230 of the wellbore 1200. In a preferred 
embo diment , the support member 1345 further includes one or more conventional 
centralizers (not illustrated) to help stabilize the tubular member 1310. 
5 In a preferred embodiment, the support member 1345 is thoroughly cleaned 

prior to assembly to the remaining portions of the apparatus 1300. In this 
mann er, the introduction of foreign material into the apparatus 1300 is minimized. 
This minimizes the possibility of foreign material clogging the various flow 
passages and valves of the apparatus 1300 and to ensure that no foreign material 
10 interferes with the expansion process. 

The wiper plug 1350 is coupled to the mandrel 1305 within the interior 
region 1370 of the tubular member 1310. The wiper plug 1350 includes a fluid 
passage 1375 that is coupled to the fluid passage 1320. The wiper plug 1350 may 
comprise one or more conventional commercially available wiper plugs such as, for 
15 example, Multiple Stage Cementer latch-down plugs, Omega latch-down plugs or 
three-wiper latch-down plug modified in accordance with the te aching s of the 
present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the wiper plug 1350 comprises a 
Multiple Stage Cementer latch-down plug available from Halliburton Energy 
Services in Dallas, TX modified in a conventional manner for releasable 
20 attachment to the expansion mandrel 1305. 

In a preferred embodiment, before or after positioning the apparatus 1300 
within the new section 1230 of the wellbore 1200, a couple of wellbore volumes are 
circulated in order to ensure that no foreign materials are located within the 
wellbore 1200 that might clog up the various flow passages and valves of the 
25 apparatus 1300 and to ensure that no foreign material interferes with the 
extrusion process. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 lc, a hardenable fluidic sealing material 1380 is then 
pumped from a surface location into the fluid passage 1320. The material 1380 
then passes from the fluid passage 1320, through the fluid passage 1375, and into 
30 the interior region 1370 of the tubular member 1310 below the expandable 
mand rel 1305. The material 1380 then passes from the interior region 1370 into 
the fluid passage 1330. The material 1380 then exits the apparatus 1300 via the 
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fluid passage 1335 and fills the annular region 1390 between the exterior of the 
tubular member 1310 and the interior wall of the new section 1230 of the wellbore 
1200. Continued pumping of the material 1380 causes the material 1380 to fill up 
at least a portion of the annular region 1390. 
5 The material 1380 may be pumped into the annular region 1390 at pressures and flow 

rates ranging, for example, from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 5678.1 177 
litres/minute (0 to 1.500 gallons/min), respectively. In a preferred embodiment, the material 
1 380 is pumped into the annular region 1390 at pressures and flow rates ranging from about 0 to 
344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 5678.1 1 77 litres/minute (0 to 1 ,500 gallons/min), 
respectively, in order to optimally fill the annular region between the tubular member 1310 and 
the new section 1230 of the wellbore 1200 with the hardenable fluidic sealing material 1380. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material 1380 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available hardenable fluidic sealing materials such as, 
for example, slag mix, cement or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
15 hardenable fluidic sealing material 1380 comprises blended cements designed 
specifically for the well section being drilled and available from Halliburton Energy 
Services in order to optimally provide support for the tubular member 1310 during 
displacement of the material 1380 in the annular region 1390. The optimum blend 
of the cement is preferably determined using conventional empirical methods. 
20 The annular region 1390 preferably is filled with the material 1380 in 

sufficient quantities to ensure that, upon radial expansion of the tubular member 
1310, the annular region 1390 of the new section 1230 of the wellbore 1200 will be 
filled with material 1380. 

AsulustratedinFig. Hd, once the annular region 1390 hasbeen adequately 
25 filled with material 1380, a wiper dart 1395, or other similar device, is introduced 
mto the fluid passage 1320. The wiper dart 1395 is preferably pumped through the 
fluidpassage 1320 by anon hardenable fluidic material 1381. The wiper dart 1395 
then preferably engages the wiper plug 1350. 

As illustrated in Fig. He, in a preferred embodiment, engagement of the 
30 wiper dart 1395 with the wiper plug 1350 causes the wiper plug 1350 to decouple 
from the mandrel 1305. The wiper dart 1395 and wiper plug 1350 then preferably 
will lodge in the fluid passage 1330, thereby blocking fluid flow through the fluid 



passage 1330, and fluidicly isolating the interior region 1370 of the tubular 
member 1310 from the annular region 1390. In a preferred embodiment, the non 
hardenable fluidic material 1381 is then pumped into the interior region 1370 
causing the interior region 1370 to pressurize. Once the interior region 1370 
5 becomes sufficiently pressurized, the tubular member 1310 is extruded off of the 
expandable mandrel 1305. During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 
1305 is raised out of the expanded portion of the tubular member 1310 by the 
support member 1345. 

The wiper dart 1395 is preferably placed into the fluid passage 1320 by 
10 introducing the wiper dart 1395 into the fluid passage 1320 at a surface location 
in a conventional manner. The wiper dart 1395 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available devices from plugginga fluid passage such as, 
for example, Multiple Stage Cementer latch-down plugs, Omega latch-down plugs 
or three wiper latch-down plug/dart modified in accordance with the teachings of 
15 the present disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the wiper dart 1395 comprises 
a three wiper latch-down plug modified to latch and seal in the Multiple Stage 
Cementer latch down plug 1350. The three wiper latch-down plug is available 
from Halliburton Energy Services in Dallas, TX. 

After blocking the fluid passage 1330 using the wiper plug 1330 and wiper 
20 dart 1395, the non hardenable fluidic material 1381 may be pumped into the 
interior region 1370 at pressures and flow rates ranging, for example, from 
approximately 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 5678.1 177 litres/minute (0 to 
1500 gallons/min) in order to optimally extrude the tubular member 1310 off of the 
mandrel 1305. In this manner, the amount of hardenable fluidic material within the 
25 mtenor of the tubular member 1310 is minimized. 

In a preferred embodiment, after blocking the fluid passage 1330. the non hardenable 
flu,d,c material 1381 is preferably pumped into the interior region 1370 at pressures and flow 
rates ranging from approximately 34473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) and 151 4164 to 
11356.2355 litres/minute (40 to 3,000 gallons/min) in order to optimally provide operating 
pressures to maintain the expansion process at rates sufficient to permit adjustments to be made 
30 in operating parameters during the extrusion process. 
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For typical tubular members 1310, the extrusion of the tubular member 
1310 off of the expandable mandrel 1305 will begin when the pressure of the 

interior region 1370 reaches, for example, approximately 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). In a 

preferred embodiment, the extrusion of the tubular member 1310 off of the 
5 expandable mandrel 1305 is a function of the tubular member diameter wall 
thickness of the tabular member, geometry of the mandrel, the type of lubricant 
the composition of the shoe and tubular member, and the yield strength of the 
tubular member. The optimum flow rate and operating pressures are preferably 
determined using conventional empirical methods. 
10 During the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 1305 may be raised 

out of the expanded portion of the tabular member 1310 at rates ranging for 
example, from about 0 to 1 .524 m/s (0 to 5 ft/sec). In a preferred embodiment, during' 
the extrusion process, the expandable mandrel 1305 may be raised out of the expanded 
portton of the tubular member 1310 at rates ranging from about 0 to 0.6096 m (0 to 2 
15 ft/sec) m order to optimally provide an efficient process, optimally permit operator 
adjustment of operation parameters, and ensure optimal completion of the extrusion 
process before curing of the material 1380. 

When the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 13 10 is extruded offof 

20 ofthecasmg^lStomrmanfluidtightoverlappingjoint. the contact pressure J the 
ov e rlapp mgJoint may ^ for example> ^ appn)x 

bar(50to20,000 P si). In a preferred embodiment, the contact pressure of the 
overlapping joint ranges from app roxiin ately 27.579028 to 689.4757 bar (400 to 10 000 
ps^n order to optimally provide contact pressure sufficient to ensure annular sealmg 

25 2T C rCSiStanCe l ° WithStand tCnSile C ~ 'oads. in a 

parucular y preferred embodiment, the sealing members 1 340 will ensure an adequate 
fluidic and gaseous seal in the overlapping joint. 

lr?nor iC matCria ' 1381 " C ° ntr0,lably ramped down whe " *• expandable 
m andre,1305reachesmeu PP erendpomonl355ofthembula,memberl3,0 Inthis 
30 manner, the sudden release of pressure caused by the complete extrusion 
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of the tubular member 1310 off of the expandable mandrel 1305 can be minimized. 
In a preferred embodiment, the operating pressure is reduced in a substantially 
linear fashion from 100% to about 10% during the end of the extrusion process 
beginning when the mandrel 1305 has completed approximately all but about 5 
5 feet of the extrusion process. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a shock absorber is provided in the support 
member 1345 in order to absorb the shock caused by the sudden release of 
pressure. 

Alternatively, or in combination, a mandrel catching structure is provided 
10 in the upper end portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310 in order to catch or at 
least decelerate the mandrel 1305. 

Once the extrusion process is completed, the expandable mandrel 1305 is 
removed from the wellbore 1200. In a preferred embodiment, either before or after 
the removal of the expandable mandrel 1305, the integrity of the fluidic seal of the 
15 overlapping joint between the upper portion 1355 of the tubular member 1310 and 
the lower portion of the casing 1215 is tested using conventional methods. If the 
fluidic seal of the overlappingjoint between the upper portion 1355 of the tubular 
member 1310 and the lower portion of the casing 1215 is satisfactory, then the 
uncured portion of the material 1380 within the expanded tubular member 1310 
20 is then removed in a conventional manner. The material 1380 within the annular 
region 1390 is then allowed to cure. 

As illustrated in Fig. llf, preferably any remaining cured material 1380 
within the interior of the expanded tubular member 1310 is then removed in a 
conventional manner using a conventional drill string. The resulting new section 
25 of casing 1400 includes the expanded tubular member 1310 and an outer annular 
layer 1405 of cured material 305. The bottom portion of the apparatus 1300 
comprising the shoe 1315 may then be removed by drilling out the shoe 1315 using 
conventional drilling methods. 

A method of creating a casing in a borehole located in a subterranean 
30 formation has been described that includes installing a tubular liner and a mandrel 
in the borehole. A body of fluidic material is then injected into the borehole. The 
tubular liner is then radially expanded by extruding the liner off of the mandrel. 



The Injecting preferably includes injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material 
into an annular region located between the borehole and the exterior of the 
tubular liner; and a non hardenable fluidic material into an interior region of the 
tubular liner below the mandrel. The method preferably includes fluidicly isolating 
the annular region from the interior region before injecting the second quantity of 
the non hardenable sealing material into the interior region. The injecting the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material is preferably provided at operating pressures 
and flow rates ranging from about 0 to 344.73785 bar (0 to 5000 psi) and 0 to 
567.1 1 77 litres/minute (0 to 1,500 gallons/min). The injecting of the non 
hardenable fluidic material is preferably provided at operating pressures and flow 
rates ranging from about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9000 psi) and 151.4164 to 
1 1356.2355 litres/minute (40 to 3,000 gallons/min). The injecting of the non 
hardenable fluidic material is preferably provided at reduced operating pressures 
and flow rates during an end portion of the extruding. The non hardenable fluidic 
material is preferably injected below the mandrel. The method includes 
pressurizing a region of the tubular liner below the mandrel. The region of the 
tubular liner below the mandrel is preferably pressurized to pressures ranging from 
about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). The method preferably includes 
fluidicly isolating an interior region of the tubular liner from an exterior region of 
the tubular liner. The method further preferably includes curing the hardenable 
sealing material, and removing at least a portion of the cured sealing material 
located within the tubular liner. The method further preferably includes 
overlapping the tubular liner with an existing wellbore casing. The method further 
preferably includes sealing the overlap between the tubular liner and the existing 
wellbore casing. The method further preferably includes supporting the extruded 
tubular Hner using the overlap with the existing wellbore casing. The method 
further preferably includes testing the integrity of the seal in the overlap between 
the tubular liner and the existing wellbore casing. The method further preferably 
includes removing at least a portion of the hardenable fluidic sealing material 
within the tubular liner before curing. The method further preferably includes 
lubricating the surface of the mandrel. The method further preferably includes 
absorbing shock. The method further preferably includes catching the mandrel 
uporrthe completion of the extruding. 
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An apparatus for creating a casing in a borehole located in a subterranean 
formation has been described that includes a support member, a mandrel, a 
tubular member, and a shoe. The support member includes a first fluid passage. 
Themandreliscttupledtothe^ 
5 The tubular member is coupled to the mandrel. The shoe is coupled to the tubular 
liner and includes a third fluid passage. The first, second and third fluid passages 
are operably coupled. The support member preferably further includes a pressure 
relief passage, and a flow control valve coupled to the first fluid passage and the 
pressure relief passage. The support member further preferably includes a shock 
10 absorber. The support member preferabhy includes one or more sealing members 
aoaptedtopreventforeignmaterialfW^ 

member. The mandrel is preferably expandable. The tubular member is 
preferably fabricated from materials selected from the group consisting of Oilfield 
Country Tubular Goods, 13 chromium steel tubing/casing, and plastic casing The 
15 tubular n^ber preferably ta inner ^ omcr ^ from about 7 a {o ^ ^ ^ to ^ s 

.nches, and 8.89 to 40.64 en* (3.5 to ,6 inches), respective*, 7*e tubular number preferably has a p.asnc 
yteld potnt ranging from about 275.9028 to 9307.92195 bar (40,000 to 135.000 psi). The tubular 

member preferably includes one or more sealing members at an end portion The 
tubular member preferably includes one or more pressure relief holes at an end 
20 portion. The tubular member preferably includes a catching member at an end 
portmnforslowmgdownthernan^ 

coupled to the third fluid passage, the inlet port adapted to receive a plug for 
blocking the inlet port The shoe preferably is drillable. 

Amethodofjoinmgasecondtubularmembertoafxrsttubularmember the 

26 ftrs. tebular member haringan inner di^etergreater 

the second tubular member, has been described that includes positioning a 
mandrel within an interior region of the second tubular member, positioning the 
first and second tubular members in an overlapping relationship, pressurizing a 
portuon of the interior region of the second tubular member; and extruding the 

30 second tubular memberoff of themandrelinte engagement with the 

member. The pressurizing of the portion of the interior ragion of the second 
tebularmemberisp re fer^ 
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34.473 to 620.528 1 3 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). Hie pressurizing of the portion of the interior region of the 

second tubular member is preferably provided at reduced operating pressures 
during a latter portion of the extruding. The method further preferably includes 
sealing the overlap between the first and second tubular members. The method 
5 further preferably includes supporting the extruded first tubular member using 
the overlap with the second tubular member. The method further preferably 
includes lubricating the surface of the mandrel. The method further preferably 
includes absorbing shock. 

A liner for use in creating a new section of wellbore casing in a subterranean 
10 formation adjacent to an already existing section of wellbore casing has been 
described that includes an annular member. The annular member includes one or 
more sealing members at an end portion of the annular member, and one or more 
pressure relief passages at an end portion of the annular member. 

A wellbore casing has been described that includes a tubular liner and an 
15 annular body of a cured fluidic sealingmaterial. The tubular liner is formed by the 
process of extruding the tubular liner off of a mandrel. The tubular liner is 
preferably formed by the process of placing the tubular liner and mandrel within 
the wellbore, and pressurizing an interior portion of the tubular liner. The 
annular body of the cured fluidic sealing material is preferably formed by the 
20 process of injecting a body of hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annular 
region external of the tubular liner. During the pressurizing, the interior portion 
of the tubular liner is preferably fluidicly isolated from an exterior portion of the 
tubular liner. The interior portion of the tubular liner is preferably pressurized 

to pressures ranging from about 34.473 to 620.528 13 b* (500 to 9,000 psi). ^ ovular Iiner prefcrably 

25 overlapswithan existing wellbore casing. The wellbore casing preferably further 
includesaseal positioned in theoverlapbetween the tubular liner and the existing 
wellbore casing. Tubular liner is preferably supported the overlap with the 
existing wellbore casing. 

A method of repairing an existing section of a wellbore casing within a 
30 borehole has been described that includes installing a tubular liner and a mandrel 
within the wellbore casing, injecting a body of a fluidic material into the borehole, 
pressurizing a portion of an interior region of the tubular liner, and radially 
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expanding the liner in the borehole by extruding the liner off of the mandrel. In 
a preferred embodiment, the fluidic material is selected from the group consisting 
of slag mix, cement, drilling mud, and epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the 
method further includes fluidicly isolating an interior region of the tubular liner 
5 from an exterior region of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the 
injecting of the body of fluidic material is provided at operating pressures and flow 

rates ranging from about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) and 151.4164 to 113562.355 
litres/minute (40 to 3,000 gallons/min). In a preferred embodiment, the injecting of the body of fluidic 
material is provided at reduced operating pressures and flow rates during an end portion of the extruding. 

10 In a preferred embodiment, the fluidic material is injected below the mandrel. In 
a preferred embodiment, a region of the tubular liner below the mandrel is 
pressurized. In a preferred embodiment, the region of the tubular liner below the 

mandrel is pressurized to pressures ranging from about 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). In a 

preferred embodiment, the method further includes overlapping the tubular liner 
15 with the existing wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the method further 
includes sealing the interface between the tubular liner and the existing wellbore 
casing. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes supporting the 
extruded tubular liner using the existing wellbore casing. In a preferred 
embodiment, the method further includes testing the integrity of the seal in the 
20 interface between the tubular liner and the existing wellbore casing. In a 
preferred embodiment, method further includes lubricating the surface of the 
mandrel. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes absorbing 
shock. In a preferred embodiment, the method further includes catching the 
mandrel upon the completion of the extruding. In a preferred embodiment, the 
25 method further includes expanding the mandrel in a radial direction. 

A tie-back liner for lining an existing wellbore casing has been described 
that includes a tubular liner and an annular body of a cured fluidic sealing 
material. The tubular liner is formed by the process of extruding the tubular liner 
off of a mandrel. The annular body of a cured fluidic sealing material is coupled 
30 to the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular liner is formed by the 
process of placing the tubular liner and mandrel within the wellbore, and 
pressurizing an interior portion of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, 



during the pressurizing, the interior portion of the tubular liner is fiuidicly isolated 
from an exterior portion of the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the 
interior portion of the tubular liner is pressurized at pressures ranging from about 

34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). In a preferred embodiment, the annular body of a cured fluidic 

5 sealing material is formed by the process of injecting a body of hardenable fluidic 
sealing material into an annular region between the existing wellbore casing and 
the tubular liner. In a preferred embodiment, the tubular liner overlaps with 
another existing wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, the tie-back liner 
further includes a seal positioned in the overlap between the tubular liner and the 
10 other existing wellbore casing. In a preferred embodiment, tubular liner is 
supported by the overlap with the other existing wellbore casing. 

An apparatus for expanding a tubular member has been described that 
includes a support member, a mandrel, a tubular member, and a shoe. The 
support member includes a first fluid passage. The mandrel is coupled to the 
15 support member. The mandrel includes a second fluid passage operably coupled 
to the first fluid passage, an interior portion, and an exterior portion. The interior 
portion of the mandrel is drillable. The tubular member is coupled to the mandrel. 
The shoe is coupled to the tubular member. The shoe includes a third fluid 
passage operably coupled to the second fluid passage, an interior portion, and an 
20 exterior portion. The interior portion of the shoe is drillable. Preferably, the 
interior portion of the mandrel includes a tubular member and a load bearing 
member. Preferably, the load bearing member comprises a drillable body. 
Preferably, the interior portion of the shoe includes a tubular member, and a load 
bearing member. Preferably, the load bearing member comprises a drillable body. 
Preferably, the exterior portion of the mandrel comprises an expansion cone. 
Preferably, the expansion cone is fabricated from materials selected from the group 
consisting of tool steel, titanium, and ceramic. Preferably, the expansion cone has 
a surface hardness ranging from about 58 to 62 Rockwell C. Preferably at least a 
portion of the apparatus is drillable. 

Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown and 
described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is contemplated 
in the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of the present 



*. vention may be employed without a corresponding use of the other features. 
Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and 
in a manner consistent with the scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 



I. A method of creating a casing in a borehole located in a 
subterranean formation, comprising: 

installing a tubular liner and a mandrel in the borehole; 
injecting a fluidic material into the borehole; 
injecting the fluidic material through the mandrel; 

pressurizing a portion of an interior region of the tubular liner below the 
mandrel; and 

radially expanding at least a portion of the tubular liner in the borehole 
by extruding at least a portion of the tubular liner off of the mandrel. 



2. A method of creating a casing in a borehole located in a section 
of a subterranean formation, the borehole having an already existing casing, 
1 5 comprising: 

drilling out a new section of the borehole adjacent to the already existing 

casing; 

placing a tubular liner and an expandable mandrel into the new section 
of the borehole; 

2 0 overlapping the tubular liner with the already existing casing; 

injecting a hardenablc fluidic sealing material into an annular region 
between the tubular liner and the new section of the borehole; 

fluidicly isolating the annular region between the tubular liner and the 
new section of the borehole from an interior region of the tubular liner below 
25 the mandrel; 

injecting a non hardenable fluidic material into the interior region of the 
tubular liner below the mandrel; 

extruding the tubular liner off of the expandable mandrel; 

sealing the overlap between the tubular liner and the already existing 

30 casing; 

supporting the tubular liner with the overlap with the already existing 

casing; 



removing the mandrel from the borehole; 

testing the integrity of the seal of the overlap between the tubular liner 
and the already existing casing; 

removing at least a portion of the hardenable fluidic sealing material 
5 from the interior of the tubular liner; 

curing the remaining portions of the hardenable fluidic sealing material; 

and 

removing at least a portion of the cured hardenable fluidic sealing 
material within the tubular liner. 

10 

3. An apparatus, comprising: 

a support member, the support member including a first fluid passage; 
a mandrel coupled to the support member, the mandrel including: 
a second fluid passage; 
15 a tubular member coupled to the mandrel; and 

a shoe coupled to the tubular member, the shoe including a third fluid 
passage; 

wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are operably coupled. 

20 4. An apparatus, comprising: 

a support member, the support member including: 

a first fluid passage; 

a second fluid passage; and 

a flow control valve coupled to the first and second fluid passages; 
25 an expandable mandrel coupled to the support member, the expandable 

mandrel including a third fluid passage coupled to the first fluid passage; 

a tubular member coupled to the mandrel, the tubular member including 
one or more sealing elements; 

a shoe coupled to the tubular member, the shoe including: 
3 0 a fourth fluid passage coupled to the third fluid passage, the fourth fluid 

passage adapted to receive a stop member; and 
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one or more exhaust passages coupled to the fourth fluid passage for 
injecting fluidic material outside of the shoe; and >> 

at least one sealing member coupled to the support member, the sealing 
member adapted to prevent the entry of foreign material into an interior region 
of the tubular member. 

5. A method of joining a second tubular member to a first tubular 
member, the first tubular member having an inner diameter greater than an 
outer diameter of the second tubular member, comprising: 

positioning a mandrel within an interior region of the second tubular 
member; 

pressurizing a portion of the interior region of the second tubular 
member below the mandrel by injecting a fluidic material into the second 
tubular member through the mandrel; and 

extruding the second tubular member off of the mandrel into 
engagement with the first tubular member. 

6- An apparatus, comprising: 

a support member including a first fluid passage; 

a mandrel coupled to the support member, the mandrel including: 

a second fluid passage operably coupled to the first fluid passage; 

an interior portion; and 

an exterior portion; 

wherein the interior portion of the mandrel is drillable; 

an expandable tubular member coupled to the mandrel; and 

a shoe coupled to the tubular member, the shoe including: 

a third fluid passage operably coupled to the second fluid passage; 

an interior portion; and 

an exterior portion; 

wherein the interior portion of the shoe is drillable. 
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The method of claim I, wherein the injecting includes: 
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injecting hardenable fluidic sealing material into an annular region 
located between the borehole and the exterior of the tubular liner; and 

injecting non hardenable fluidic material into an interior region of the 
tubular liner below the mandrel. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

fluidicly isolating the annular region from the interior region before injecting 
the non hardenable fluidic material into the interior region. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the injecting of the hardenable 
fluidic sealing material is provided at operating pressures and flow rates 
ranging from 0 to 344.738 bar (0 to 5,000 psi) and 0 to 5618.12 litres/min (0 to 
1,500 gallons/min). 

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the injecting of the non 
hardenable fluidic material is provided at operating pressures and flow rates 
ranging from 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) and 151.4164 to 
1 1356.2355 litres/min (40 to 3,000 gallons/min). 

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the injecting of the non 
hardenable fluidic material is provided at reduced operating pressures and flow 
rates during an end portion of the extruding. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the portion of the tubular liner 
below the mandrel is pressurized to pressures ranging from 34.473 to 
620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

fluidicly isolating an interior region of the tubular liner from an exterior 
region of the tubular liner. 



14. The method of claim 1 3 , wherein the interior region of the 
tubular liner isolated from the region to the tubular liner by inserting one or 
more plugs into the injected fluidic material. 

15. The method of claim I, further comprising: 
curing at least a portion of the fluidic material; and 

removing at least a portion of the cured fluidic material located within 
the tubular liner. 



10 16. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

overlapping the tubular liner with an existing wellbore casing. 

1 7. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

sealing the overlap between the tubular liner and the existing wellbore 

15 casing. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 7, further comprising: 

supporting the extruded tubular liner using the overlap with the existing 
wellbore casing. 

20 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

testing the integrity of the seal in the overlap between the tubular liner 
and the existing wellbore casing. 



2 5 20. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

removing at least a portion of the hardenable fluidic sealing material 
within the tubular liner before curing. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

3 0 lubricating the surface of the mandrel. 



22. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

IS 
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absorbing shock. 



23. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
catching the mandrel upon the completion of the extruding. 

5 

24. The method of claim 1, further comprising expanding the 
mandrel in a radial direction. 

25. The method of claim 1, further including: 

1 o drilling out the mandrel. 

26. The method of claim 1, further including: 
supporting the mandrel with coiled tubing. 

15 27. The method of claim 1 , wherein the wall thickness of the tubular 

liner is variable. 

28. The method of claim 1 , wherein the mandrel is coupled to a 
drillable shoe. 

20 

29. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the support member further 
includes: 

a pressure relief passage; and 

a flow control valve coupled to the first fluid passage and the pressure 

2 5 relief passage. 

30. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the support member further 
includes a shock absorber. 

3 0 31. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the support member includes 

one or more sealing members adapted to prevent foreign material from entering 
an interior region of the tubular member. 

it? 



32. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the support member includes 
one or more stabilizers. 

33. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the mandrel is expandable. 

34. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member is 
fabricated from materials selected from the group consisting of automotive 
grade steel, plastic and chromium steel. 

35. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member has inner 
and outer diameters ranging from 1.905 to 1 19.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 
2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches), respectively. 

36. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member has a 
plastic yield point ranging from 275.9028 to 9307.92 195 bar (40,000 to 
135,000 psi). 

37. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member includes 
one or more sealing members at an end portion. 

38. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member includes 
one or more pressure relief holes at an end portion. 

39. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the tubular member includes a 
catching member at an end portion for slowing down movement of the mandrel. 

40. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the shoe includes: 

a fluid conduit coupled to the third fluid passage, the fluid conduit 
adapted to receive a plug for blocking the fluid conduit. 
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41 . The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the support member comprises 
coiled tubing. 

42. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the shoe includes one or more 
exhaust passages coupled to the third fluid passage for injecting fluidic material 
outside of the shoe. 



43. The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising at least one wiper 
plug removably coupled to the mandrel. 

10 

44. The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the wiper plug includes a 
fluid passage operably coupled to the second fluid passage. 



45. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein at least a portion of the 
15 mandrel and shoe are drillable. 



46. The apparatus of claim 3, the wall thickness of the tubular 
member in an area adjacent to the mandrel is less than the wall thickness of the 
tubular member in an area that is not adjacent to the mandrel 

20 

47. The method of claim 5, wherein the pressurizing of the portion of 
the interior region of the second tubular member is provided at operating 
pressures ranging from 34.473 to 620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). 

25 48. The method of claim 5, wherein the pressurizing of the portion of 

the interior region of the second tubular member is provided at reduced 
operating pressures during a latter portion of the extruding. 



49. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
3 0 sealing the interface between the first and second tubular members. 



50. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 



supporting the extruded second tubular member using the interface with 
the first tubular member. 



5 1 . The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
5 lubricating the surface of the mandrel. 

52. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
absorbing shock. 

10 53 . The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

expanding the mandrel in a radial direction. 



54. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
positioning the first and second tubular members in an overlapping 
15 relationship. 



55. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

fluidicly isolating an interior region of the second tubular member from 
an exterior region of the second tubular member. 

20 

56. The method of claim 55, wherein the interior region of the 
second tubular member is fluidicly isolated from the region exterior to the 
second tubular member by injecting one or more plugs into the interior of the 
second tubular member. 

25 

57. The method of claim 5, wherein the pressurizing of the portion of 
the interior region of the second tubular member is provided by injecting a 
fluidic materia] at operating pressures and flow rates ranging from 34.473 to 
620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi) and 151.4164 to 1 1356.2355 litres/minute (40 

3 0 to 3,000 gallons/minute). 
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The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
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injecting fluidic material beyond the mandrel. 

59. The method of claim 5, wherein the region of the tubular liner 
beyond the mandrel is pressurized to pressures ranging from 34.473 to 
620.52813 bar (500 to 9,000 psi). 

60. The method of claim 5, wherein the first tubular member 
comprises an existing section of wellbore. 

6 1 . The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

supporting the extruded second tubular member using the first tubular 
member. 

62. The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

testing the integrity of the seal in the interface between the first tubular 
member and the second tubular member. 

63. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
catching the mandrel upon the completion of the extruding. 

64. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
drilling out the mandrel. 

65. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
supporting the mandrel with coiled tubing. 

66. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
coupling the mandrel to a drillable shoe. 

67. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the interior portion of the 
mandrel includes: 

a tubular member; and 



a load bearing member. 



68. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the load bearing member 
comprises a drillable body. 

5 

69. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the interior portion of the shoe 
includes: 

a tubular member, and 
a load bearing member. 

10 

70. The apparatus of claim 69, wherein the load bearing member 
comprises a drillable body. 

71 . The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the exterior portion of the 
1 5 mandrel comprises an expansion cone. 

72. The apparatus of claim 71 , wherein the expansion cone is 
fabricated from materials selected from the group consisting of ceramic, tool 
steel, titanium and low alloy steel. 

20 

73. The apparatus of claim 71 , wherein the expansion cone has a 
surface hardness ranging from about 58 to 62 Rockwell C 

74. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising: 

2 5 one or more wiper plugs coupled to the mandrel 

75. The apparatus of claim 74, wherein the wiper plug includes a 
fluid passage fluidicly coupled to the second fluid passage. 

3 0 76. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the support member comprises 

coiled tubing. 
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77. The method of claim 1, wherein the interface between the 
mandrel and the tubular liner is not fluid tight 

78. The method of claim 2, wherein the interface between the mandrel 
and the tubular liner is not fluid tight. 

79. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the interface between the 
tubular member and the expandable mandrel is not fluid tight. 

80. The method of claim 5, wherein the interface between the second 
tubular member and the mandrel is not fluid tight. 

81. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the interface between the 
mandrel and the tubular member is not fluid tight 

82. An apparatus, comprising: 

a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including an outer 
expansion surface and defining a second fluid passage; 

a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 

a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid passage; 

wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are operably coupled; 

and 

wherein the interface between the tubular liner and the expansion 
mandrel is not fluid tight. 

83. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the 
support member further includes a shock absorber. 




84. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the support member includes 
one or more sealing members adapted to prevent foreign material from entering 
an interior region of the tubular liner. 

5 85. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the support member includes 

one or more stabilizers. 

86. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the expansion mandrel is 
expandable. 

10 

87. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner is fabricated 
from materials selected from the group consisting of automotive grade steel, 
plastic and chromium steel. 

1 5 88. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner has inner 

and outer diameters ranging from 1.905 to 1 19.38 cms (0.75 to 47 inches) and 
2.667 to 121.92 cms (1.05 to 48 inches), respectively. 

89. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner has a plastic 

2 0 yield point ranging from 275.9028 to 9307.92 1 95 bar (40,000 to 1 35,000 psi). 

90. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner includes one 
or more sealing members at an end portion. 

25 91. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner includes one 

or more pressure relief holes at an end portion. 

92. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the tubular liner includes a 
catching member at an end portion for slowing down movement of the 

3 0 expansion mandrel. 



43 



.(' 

93. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the shoe further defines an 
fluid conduit coupled to the third fluid passage, the fluid conduit adapted to 
receive a plug for blocking the fluid conduit. 

5 94. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the support member 

comprises coiled tubing. 

95. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the shoe includes one or 
more exhaust passages coupled to the third fluid passage for injecting fluidic 
l o material outside of the shoe. 



96. The apparatus of claim 82, further comprising at least one wiper 
plug removably coupled to the expansion mandrel. 

1 5 97. The apparatus of claim 96, wherein the wiper plug defines a 

fourth passage operably coupled to the second fluid passage. 

98. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein at least a portion of the 
expansion mandrel and shoe are drillable. 

20 

99. The apparatus of claim 82, the wall thickness of the tubular liner 
in an area adjacent to the expansion mandrel is less than the wall thickness of 
the tubular liner in an area that is not adjacent to the expansion mandrel. 

25 1 00. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein third fluid passage defined by 

the shoe comprises one or more radial passages defined by the shoe. 

101. The apparatus of claim 82, further comprising a packer coupled 
to the shoe. 

30 

1 02. The apparatus of claim 82, wherein the wall thickness of a 
portion of the tubular liner above the expansion surface of the expansion 



mandrel is greater than the wall thickness of a portion of the tubular liner below 
the expansion surface of the expansion mandrel. 



1 03 . An apparatus, comprising: 
5 a support member defining a first fluid passage; 

an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including an outer 
expansion surface and defining a second fluid passage; 
a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; 
a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid passage; and 
10 a packer coupled to the shoe; 

wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are operably coupled. 

1 04. An apparatus, comprising: 
a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
15 an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including an outer 

expansion surface and defining a second fluid passage; 

a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 

a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid passage; 

wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are operably coupled; 

20 and 

wherein the third fluid passage defined by the shoe comprises one or 
more radial passages. 



1 05. An apparatus, comprising: 
a support member defining a first fluid passage; 
an expansion mandrel coupled to the support member including an outer 
expansion surface and defining a second fluid passage; 

a tubular liner coupled to the expansion mandrel; and 

a shoe coupled to the tubular liner defining a third fluid passage; 

wherein the first, second and third fluid passages are operably coupled; 



wherein the wall thickness of a portion of the tubular liner above the 
expansion surface of the expansion mandrel is greater than a wall thickness of a 
portion of the tubular liner below the expansion surface of the expansion 
mandrel. 
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